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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN A DEMOCRACY 

The Philosophy and practice of Christian 
Education by Frank E. Gaebelein, Pub- 
lished by the Oxford University Press, 
1951; 305 pages; price, $4.00. 


This volume, written by the head- 
master of a Christian boarding school 
and the product of more than three 
years work by a committee of Chris- 
tian educators and scholars, and au- 
thorized by the National Association 
of Evangelicals, is of immense im- 
portance to the Christian student in 
college or university . . . important 
because, as a Christian, he must jus- 
tify his place either in the secular or 
Christian educational world . . . im- 
portant because of the decisions he 
must make in the future as a parent 
in determining, on the primary, sec- 
ondary, and university level, whether 
his children shall be educated in secu- 
lar or in Christian institutions. If 
the Christian student has in view the 
vocation of teaching, his role either 
in the secular or Christian world of 
education, or both, must be deter- 
mined. 

“This book deals with a particular 
kind of education” — Christian, by 
which is meant historic, protestant, 
Biblical Christianity. Moreover, it 
deals with this kind of education in 
the setting of American democracy 
in the mid-twentieth century. 

(Continued on page 13, column 2) 
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By JANE HOLLINGSWORTH 


.. NEWS concerning the birth of John and Jesus 
was announced to each of the people involved in a 
slightly different way. The response of each one of 
these people holds for us tremendous truths concern- 


ing the fulfillment of God’s promises to human 
hearts. 


ZACHARIAS, THE FATHER OF JOHN (LUKE. 1:5-25, 57-80) 

Zacharias received the news of the birth of his son 
John the Baptist from an angel. Perhaps we would 
find it difficult to believe an angel. But for an Old 
Testament Jew, an announcement by a heavenly mes- 
senger should have sealed the truth, since we learn 
from Acts 7:35 and Galatians 3:19 that the law (Is- 
ael’s accepted authority) came from God by the in- 
termediary of angels. Examine the other circum- 
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stances that should have strengthened Zacharias’ 
faith. (1) He was a priest (v. 5), the only “clergy- 
man” who featured in the Christmas story. (2) He 
had a godly wife with whom he apparently was fully 
united in his desire to serve God. (3) They were 
righteous people and from day to day lived by the 
teaching of the Lord. Although not sinless—as is 
apparent from his lack of faith—they carefully ob- 
served the moral and ritual requirements of the law. 


At the time the angel spoke, Zacharias was in the 
temple of the Lord—the place where one could ex- 
pect to hear God speak. Zacharias was something 
of a “country preacher,” for he lived in the hills of 
south Judea and went to Jerusalem to perform serv- 
ice in the temple only twice a year. Finally there 
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came to him a privilege which a priest could enjoy 
only once in a life time; the “lot” fell to him and 
he was chosen to enter the holy place at the hour of 
prayer and offer incense upon the golden altar just 
before the veil in the presence of God. It was the 
supreme hour of his life. Zacharias was a man of 
prayer (v. 13) and while he was burning incense 
and the congregation was praying (vv. 9-10) the 
angel appeared to tell him that the prayer of his 
heart for a son and for the turning of Israel to right- 
eousness would be granted. 

Why was it so difficult for Zacharias to believe the 
promise? He had prayed for so long and now he 
thought his age had rendered the answer to his re- 
quest impossible: fathering a child in his old age 
just wasn’t natural. It is difficult to believe that God 
will do something for which there is no natural ex- 
planation. We can serve God with all our strength, 
but to believe He will answer our heart’s greatest 
desire seems too much to expect. We can pray for 
something for years, but actually to believe that God 
will perform the supernatural in order to answer is 
almost too much for our faith—even in the face of 
a promise. 

And so Zacharias sought a sign. He was given a 
sign, but with a rebuke: “You will not take God at 
His word; now you will not speak till His word is 
performed.” For nine months he had a constant re- 
minder that he ought not to have doubted the prom- 
ise of God. No amount of righteous living or service 
to God will guarantee our receiving the promise of 
God without faith. God’s promise to Zacharias was 
fulfilled when his faith was weak, and a kind and 
faithful God put him through an experience that per- 
fected his faith. When he finally wrote “his name 
is John” (v. 63), he gave public testimony to the 
fact that he believed God. Then God opened his 
mouth to speak forth praise. He was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and his neighbors were filled with the 
fear of the Lord. 

MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS (LUKE 1:26-56) 

Now put yourself in Mary’s place, if you can, and 
imagine what it would be like to receive an angel’s 
message. Think of having an angel open the conver- 
sation with such startling statements. Mary was an 
ordinary village girl, engaged to be married to a 
man named Joseph. So she did not understand the 
greeting of the angel, “Hail, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you,” and her reaction was quite nat- 
ural—she was greatly troubled. Then he repeated 
his salutation: “You have found favor with God— 
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do not be afraid.” Before he went on with the news 
he settled her mind from its fears and assured her 
that she was in God’s favor. How comforting it 
would be in the days to come to recall this double 
assurance that God’s favor rested upon her. He 
shows His favor where He will to whom He will. And 
He chose to show it to Mary. 

The next part of the message is a prediction—nol 
an opportunity offered with a power of choice. Be. 
fore this, the Lord knew the heart of Mary, and she 
had found His favor. Notice how the message pr- 
gresses step by step from the simple promise, “Thou 
shalt conceive,” to the overwhelming fact that “of 
His kingdom there shall be no end.” 

Mary gives no indication of unbelief or unreality, 
but asks a simple question as to what should take 
place to make this possible. To the angel’s reply 
that she would be overshadowed by the Most High 
God, she submitted in what is probably the mos 
magnificent utterances of simple faith in all history: 

“Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word.” 


How even more remarkable her faith become 
when viewed from the possibility of unbelief in the 
face of such a situation. Put yourself in her place. 
Think of the questions that might have come to her 
mind .. . “But what will Joseph think? How will 
I ever be able to convince him? He will never be 
lieve me. When I say the child is the Son of God, 
he will only think I have been unfaithful to him. 
And what about my family? No other woman would 
ever believe this story about an angel. Why, accord: 
ing to the law, Joseph could have me stoned. Al 
least he would ‘divorce’ me. And does that mean 
I will never be married and have to bring up this 
child without a father? And without a father a son 
couldn’t be great. He wouldn’t be accepted in Israel. 
Besides, I have no claim to a throne. How could my 
child have a throne? Of course, the angel said the 
Lord God would give it to him. But I don’t under 
stand how...” 


But Mary did not raise these doubts. She believed 
God’s word and submitted to the work of the Holy 
Spirit. And because she did not question Him, the 
Lord added two things—an illustration of His powet 
and a promise. He told her about Elisabeth, Zache 
rias’ wife, so that she might have the sympathy and 
complete understanding of another woman at a time 
like this. How would she ever have got anyone els 
to understand? God had foreseen the difficulty and 
had taken care of it beforehand. Elisabeth was now 
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six months with child by promise of the angel. Mary 
should visit her to see what God could do. 

Then Mary got ready and went straight to the 
house of Elisabeth. What went on in her mind no 
one knows. But wouldn’t it have been easy to wen- 
der if this had not been all a dream? Joseph had 
been told but had not understood (cf. Matthew 1: 
18-19). How would she be received by Elisabeth? 

But here was the outward seal. Elisabeth knew 
without being told. As soon as Mary’s voice was 
heard, Elisabeth, through the Holy Spirit, recognized 
her as the mother of her Messiah. That it was the 
faith of Mary that had brought this to pass was 
confirmed to her and to us by Elisabeth’s statement: 
“Blessed is she that believed.” There would be a 
performance of those things told her by the Lord. 
Because of Zacharias’ condition, Elisabeth was par- 
ticularly conscious of the necessity of faith. What 
a reminder of the importance of faith those three 
must have been to each other—Mary and Elisabeth 
sounding forth the praise of God, and Zacharias 
dumb. Whatever he felt of joy at the expectation 
of a son and of the Messiah, he was unable to speak. 
What a tragedy—to be filled with the praise of God 
and unable to utter it! 

JOSEPH, THE HUSBAND OF MARY 
(MATTHEW 1:18-25, LUKE 2:1-7) 

Joseph was faced with a predicament. What was 
he to do about Mary? He knew that she was to have 
a child. He feared for her disgrace even if we have 
no record that she did. He then went about to make 
plans to “divorce” her quietly since an engagement 
was not a trifling matter. He did believe that she 
was to have a child and as far as we know he did 
not doubt that the child was begotten of the Holy 
Spirit. Then God told him directly: “The child is 
of the Holy Spirit.” His problem then was, “How 
do I fit into the picture? Dare I marry her now?” 

But God provided for this need too. Joseph prob- 
ably did his thinking after he had retired, and as he 
pondered he dropped off to sleep. The truth about 
Jesus had not yet become a personal conviction and 
so he considered it seriously. As he did, God made 
it clear to him through the message of an angel ap- 
pearing in a dream. To the mind of a devout Israel- 
ite an angel meant the voice of authority from God 
and a dream carried peculiar significance. Had not 
the angel told Mary that this Son was to reign over 
the house of Jacob forever? And had not his fore- 
father Jacob had a special visitation from God in a 
dream (Genesis 28:11-15) to tell him that through 
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CONSECRATION 

God wants us before He wants anything we 
can do for Him. There is a danger of being con- 
secrated to service for the Lord, rather than to 
the Lord Himself. EVANGELICAL BEACON 


his seed all the nations of the earth would be blessed? 
Mary was to bear the Son, but Joseph was to name 
Him. Joseph was told only two things: “He is of 
the Holy Spirit . . . He will save His people from 
their sins.” Mary had been told of His greatness. 
Joseph was told of His work. 

We do not know Joseph’s reaction. One thing we 
do know: he did what he was told; he did every- 
thing the angel of the Lord commanded him. He 
married Mary and when the child was born he called 
Him “Jesus.” 

Let us summarize what we know about this man 
whom God called to be the earthly father of His Son. 
He was obedient to the commandment of God. He 
believed what God said and acted upon it. No single 
quality of character could have been more desirable, 
since the child Jesus had to learn obedience (He- 
brews 5:8) and become obedient unto death. 

If the faith of some is shown by praise, the faith 
of others may be revealed only by obedience. 


THE SHEPHERDS (LUKE 2:8-20) 
Why God chose these particular shepherds we do 


not know. But their presence is significant. Was not 
David, on whose throne the Christ was to reign, first 
called by God as he tended the sheep? Was not the 
Saviour Himself to be the “Lamb of God” to take 
away the sins of the world, as well as the “great 
Shepherd of the sheep” and the “good Shepherd” 
who would lay down His life for the sheep? 

The life of a shepherd is a monotonous, lonely 
one. Think how it must have been to have the even- 
ing routine broken by the appearance of an angel, 
the manifestation of the glory of God, and the sight 
and sound of a multitude of heavenly beings prais- 
ing God! 

Since Christmas for us will not have these accom- 
paniments, what can we learn from the shepherds? 
They believed the word of the angel. They consid- 
ered it as from the Lord, speaking of what had been 
told them in absolute faith that it actually had taken 
place. “Let us go and see this which has come to 
pass.” The word of the Lord was considered as ab- 
solute fact. Then they acted on it with haste. They 
went immediately to make a personal investigation 
of the matter. If such a thing were true there was 

(Continued on page 36, column 2) 
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Here for both Roman Catholic and Prot- 


estant alike is the story of how one man 


discovered God’s most extraordinary gift 


By FATHER CHARLES CHINIQUY 


= Chiniquy was a famous Catholic priest of 
Canada, born at Kamouraska, Quebec, on July 20, 
1809. He established the first temperance society 
there and won the title, “Apostle of Temperance of 
Canada.” 

Because of his ability and piety, he was entrusted 
with a colonizing party of French-Canadians who 
settled in Illinois. 

Late in life he was a friend of Abraham Lincoln. 

He toured England several times and this particu- 
lar narrative of his life was first given in London. 
He lived to his ninetieth year, dying in Montreal on 
January 16, 1899. 


I was born and baptized a Roman Catholic in 
1809 and I was ordained priest in the year 1833 in 
Canada. I am now in my seventy-fourth year, and 
it is nearly fifty years since I received the dignity 
of the priesthood in the Church of Rome. 

For twenty-five years I was a priest of that 
church, and I tell you frankly that I loved the 
Church of Rome, and she loved me. I would have 
shed every drop of my blood for my church and 
would have given a thousand times my life to extend 
her power and dignity over the continent of Amer- 
ica, and over the whole world. My great ambition 
was to convert the Protestants, and bring them into 
my church, because I was told, and I preached, that 
outside the Church of Rome there is no salvation, 
and I was sorry to think that those multitudes of 
Protestants were to be lost. 

A few years after I was born we lived in a place 
where there were no schools. My mother became 
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my first teacher, and the first book in which she 
taught me to read was the Bible. When I was eight 
or nine years old I read the Divine Book with an 
incredible pleasure, and my heart was much taken 
up with the beauty of the Word of God. My mother 
selected the chapters she wished me to read, and 
the attention I gave to it was such that, many times, 
I refused to go and play with the little boys outside 
in order to enjoy the pleasure of reading the Holy 
Book. Some of the chapters I loved more than 
others, and these I learned by heart. 

But after my mother died, the Bible disappeared 
from the house, probably through the priest who 
had tried to obtain possession of it before. Now this 
Bible is the root of everything in this story. That 
is the light which was put into my soul when young, 
and, thanks be to God, that light has never been 
extinguished. It has remained there. It is to that 
dear Bible, by the mercy of God, that I owe today 
the unspeakable joy which I feel at being among 
the redeemed, among those who have received the 
light, and are drinking at the pure fountain of truth. 

But perhaps you are inclined to say, “Do not the 
Roman Catholic priests allow their people to read 
the Bible?” Yes, I thank God that it is so. It is a 
fact that today, almost all over the world the Church 
of Rome grants permission to read the Bible, and 
you will find the Bible in the homes of some Roman 
Catholics. 

But when we have confessed this we must tell the 
whole truth. When the priest puts the Bible in the 
hands of his people, or when a priest receives the 
Bible from his church, there is a condition. The 


5 





He lifts thee up that He may give thee strength 
to go further down; He illuminates thee that He 
may send thee into the night, that He may make 


thee a help to the helpless. GEORGE MATHESON 


condition is that though the priest or people may 
read the Bible, they must never, under any circum- 
stances, interpret a single word according to their 
conscience, their intelligence, or in their own mind. 
When I was ordained a priest I swore that I would 
interpret the Scriptures only according to the unani- 
mous consent of the Holy Fathers. 


The priest says positively to the people, and the 
church says positively to the priest, that they can- 
not interpret a single word of the Bible according 
to their own intelligence and their own conscience, 
and that it is a grievous sin to take upon themselves 
the interpretation of a single word. The priest says 
in effect to the people, “If you try to interpret the 
Bible with your own intelligence you are lost. It 
is a most dangerous book. You may read it, but 
it is better not to read it, because you cannot under- 
stand it.” 


What is the result of such teaching? The result 
is, that though both the priests and the people have 
the Bible in their hands, they do not read it. Would 
you read a book if you were persuaded that you 
cannot understand a single word by yourself? 

In the Church of Rome‘the Bible is a sealed book, 
but it was not so with me. I found it precious to my 
heart when I was a little boy, and when I became 
a priest of Rome I read it to make me a strong man, 
and to make me able to argue for the church. 

My great object was to confound the Protestant 
ministers of America. I got a copy of the “Holy 
Fathers,” and I studied it day and night with the 
Holy Scriptures, in order to prepare myself for the 
great battle | wanted to fight against the Protestants. 
I made this study in order to strengthen my faith 
in the Roman Catholic Church. 

But, blessed be God! every time I read the Bible 
there was a mysterious voice saying to me, “Do you 
not see that in the Church of Rome you do not 
follow the teachings of the Word of God, but only 
the traditions of men?” In the silent hours of the 
night, when I heard that voice, I wept and cried, 
but it was repeated with the strength of thunder. 
I wanted to live and die in the Holy Roman Cath- 
olic Church, and I prayed to God to silence the 
voice, but I heard it yet still louder. When I was 
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reading His Word He was trying to break my fet- 
ters. but I would not have my fetters broken. He 
came to me with His saving light, but I would not 
have it. 

I have no bad feeling against Roman Catholic 
priests. Sometimes I weep for them because I know 
that the poor men — just as I did — are fighting 
against the Lord, and that they are miserable as | 
was miserable then. If I relate to you one of the 
struggles of which I speak, you will understand what 
it is to be a Roman Catholic priest, and you will 
pray for them. 


In Montreal there is a splendid cathedral, capable 
of holding 15,000 people. I used to preach there 
very often. One day the Bishop asked me to speak 
on the Virgin Mary, and I was glad to do so. | 
said to those people what I thought to be true then, 
and what the priests believe and preach everywhere. 
Here is the sermon | preached: 


“My dear friends, when a man has rebelled against his 
king, when he has committed a great crime against his em- 
peror, does he come himself to speak to him? If he has a 
favor to ask from his king, dare he, under the circum 
stances, appear himself in his presence? No; the king would 
rebuke him, and would punish him. Then what does he do? 
Instead of going himself, he selects one of the friends of 
the king, some one of his officers, sometimes the sister or the 
mother of the king, and he puts his petition into their hands. 
They go and speak in favor of the guilty man. They ask 
his pardon, they appease his wrath, and very often the king 
will grant to these people the favor which he would refuse 
to the guilty man. 


“We are all sinners, we haye all offended the great and 
mighty King, the King of Kings. We have raised rebellious 
colors against Him. We have trampled His laws under our 
feet, and surely He is angry against us. What can we do 
today? Shall we go ourselves with our hands filled with 
our iniquities? No! But, thanks to God, we have Mary the 
mother of Jesus, our King, at His right hand, and as 4 
dutiful son never refuses any favor to a beloved mother, 8 
Jesus will never refuse any favor to Mary. He has never 
refused any petition which she presented to Him when He 
was on earth. He has never rebuked His mother in any way. 
Where is the son who would break the heart of a loving 
mother, when he could rejoice her by granting her what she 
wants? Then I say, Jesus, the King of Kings, is not only 
the Son of God, but He is the Son of Mary, and loves His 
mother. And as He has never refused any favor of Mary 
when He was on earth, He will never refuse her any favor 
today. Then what must we do? Oh! we cannot present 
ourselves before the great King, covered as we are with 
iniquity. Let us present our petitions to His holy mother; 
she will go to the feet of Jesus, herself, Jesus her God and 
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her Son, and she will surely receive the favors which she 
will ask; she will ask our pardon and will obtain it. She 
will ask a place in the Kingdom of Christ, and you will 
have it. She will ask from Jesus to forget your iniquities, 
to grant you the true repentance, and He will give you 
anything His mother may ask of Him.” 


My hearers were so happy at the idea of having 
such an advocate at the feet of Jesus interceding 
for them day and night, that they all burst into 
tears, and were beside themselves with joy that 
Mary was to ask and obtain their pardon. 


I thought at the time that this was not only the 
religion of Christ, but that it was the religion of 
common sense, and that nothing could be said 
against it. After the sermon the Bishop came to me 
and blessed me, and thanked me, saying that the 
sermon would do great good in Montreal. 


That night I went on my knees, and took my 
Bible, and my heart was full of joy because of the 
good sermon I had given in the morning. I opened 
and read from Matthew 12:46, the following words: 

“While he yet talked to the people, behold, his 
mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to 
speak with him. Then said one unto him, Behold, 
thy mother and thy brethren stand without desiring 
to speak with thee. But he answered and said to 
him that told him, Who is my mother, and who are 
my brethren? And he stretched forth his hand 
toward his disciples and said, Behold! my mother 
and my brethren, for whosoever shall do the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.” 


When I had read these words there was a voice 
speaking to me more terrible than the voice of loud 
thunder, saying, “Chiniquy, you preached a lie this 
morning when you said that Mary had always re- 
ceived the favors which she has asked from Jesus. 
Do you not see that Mary comes to ask a favor, 
that is to see her son during whose absence she has 
been lonesome, and who has left her during many 
months to preach the gospel?” When Mary got to 
the place where Jesus was preaching, the place was 
so crammed that she could not enter. What will she 
do? She will do what every mother would do in 
her place. She raises her voice and requests Him to 
come and see her; but while Jesus hears the Voice 
of His mother and with His divine eyes -sees her, 
does He grant her petition? No. He shuts His ears 
to her voice and hardens His heart against her 
prayer. It is a public rebuke, and she feels it 
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keenly. The people are astonished. They are puz- 
zled, almost scandalized. They turn to Christ, and 
they say to Him, “Why don’t you come and speak 
to your mother?” What does Jesus say? He gives 
no answer except this extraordinary one: “Who is 
my mother, and who are my brethren?” and, look- 
ing upon His disciples, He says, “Behold, my 
mother, my brethren, and my sisters.” As for Mary, 
she is left alone and publicly rebuked. 


And then the voice spoke to me again with the 
power of thunder, telling me to read again in St. 
Mark 3:31-35. You will find the same incident both 
in Mark and Luke 8:19-21. Instead of granting her 
petition Jesus replied in such a way as to publicly 
rebuke His mother. And then the voice spoke to me 
with terrific power, telling me that Jesus, so long as 
He was a little boy, obeyed Joseph and His mother; 
but as soon as Jesus presented Himself before the 
world as the Son of God, as the Saviour of the 
world, as the great Light of humanity, then Mary 
had to disappear. It is to Jesus alone that the eyes 
of the world must be turned to receive Light and 
Life. 

Then, my friends, the voice spoke to me all the 
night: “Chiniquy, Chiniquy, you have told a lie 
this morning, and you were preaching a lot of 
fables and nonsense; and you preach against the 
Scriptures when you say that Mary has the power 
to grant any favor from Jesus.” I prayed and I 
wept, and it was a sleepless night with me. 

The next morning I went to table with the Bishop- 
Prince, the coadjutor, who had invited me to break- 
fast. 

He said to me, “M. Chiniquy, you look like a 
man who has spent the night in tears. What is the 
matter with you?” 


I said, “My lord, you are correct. I am desolate 
above measure.” 


“What is the matter?” he asked. 


“Oh! I cannot tell you here,” I said. “Will you 
please give me one hour in your room alone? I 
will tell you a mystery which will puzzle you.” 


After breakfast I went out with him and said: 


“Yesterday you paid me a great compliment be- 
cause of the sermon in which I proved that Jesus 
had always granted the petitions of His mother. 
But, my lord, last night I heard another voice, 
stronger than yours, and my trouble is that I believe 
that is the voice of God. That voice has told me 
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that we Roman Catholic priests and bishops preach 
a falsehood every time we say to the people that 
Mary has always the power to receive from the hands 
of Jesus Christ the favors which she asks. This is a 
lie, my lord—this, I fear, is a diabolical and damn- 
ing error.” 

The Bishop then said, “M. Chiniquy, what do you 
mean? Are you a Protestant?” 

“No,” I said, “I’m not a Protestant.” (Many times 
I had been called a Protestant because I was so fond 
of the Bible.) “But I tell you, face to face, that I 
sincerely fear that yesterday I preached a lie, and 
that you, my lord, will preach one also the next 
time you say that we must invoke Mary, under the 
pretext that Jesus has never refused any favor to 
His mother. This is false.” 

The Bishop said, “M. Chiniquy, you go too far!” 

“No, my lord,” I said, “it is of no use to talk. 
Here is the Gospel; read it.” 

I put the Gospel into the hands of the Bishop, 
and he read with his own eyes what I have already 
quoted. My impression was that he read those words 
for the first time. The poor man was so much sur- 
prised that he remained mute and trembling. Fi- 
nally he asked, “What does that mean?” 


“Well,” I said, “this is the Gospel; and here you 
see that Mary has come to ask from Jesus Christ a 
favor, and He has not only rebuked her, but has 
refused to consider her as His mother. He did this 
publicly, that we might know that Mary is the mother 
of Jesus as man, and not as God.” 


The Bishop was beside himself. He could not 
answer me. 


I then asked to be be allowed to put him a few 
questions. I said, “My lord, who has saved you and 
saved me upon the cross?” 

He answered, “Jesus Christ.” 

“And who paid your debts and mine by shedding 
His blood; was it Mary or Jesus?” 

He said, “Jesus Christ.” 

“Now, my lord, when Jesus and Mary were on 
earth, who loved the sinner more; was it Mary or 
Jesus?” 

And again he answered that it was Jesus. 

“Did any sinner come to Mary on earth to be 
saved?” 


If men only would know themselves to be but 
men, so that he who glories would glory in the 
Lord. ST. AUGUSTINE 


“No.” 

“Do you remember that any sinner has gone to 
Jesus to be saved?” 

“Yes, many.” 

“Have they been rebuked?” 

“Never.” 

“Do you remember that Jesus ever said to sinners, 
‘Come to Mary and she will save you’?” 

“No,” he said. 

“Do you remember that Jesus has said to poor 
sinners, ‘Come unto Me’?” 

“Yes, He has said it.” 

“Had He ever retracted those words?” 

“No!” 

“And who was, then, the more powerful to save 
sinners?” | asked. 

“Oh! it was Jesus!” 

“Now, my lord, since Jesus and Mary are now in 
heaven, can you show me in the Scriptures that 
Jesus has lost anything of His desire and power to 
save sinners, or that He has delegated this power to 
Mary?” 

And the Bishop answered, “No.” 


“Then, my lord,” I asked, “why do we not go to 
Him, and Him alone? Why do we invite poor sin: 
ners to come to Mary, when by your own confession 
she is nothing compared with Jesus, in power, inf 
mercy, in love, and in compassion for the sinner?” 


Then the poor Bishop was as a man who is con 
demned to death. He trembled before me, and a 
he could not answer me, he pleaded business and 
left me. His “business” was that he could not ar 
swer me. 


But I still was not converted. In those days 
though I was troubled I had not lost my zeal for 
my church. The Bishops had given me great power 
and authority, and the Pope had raised me above 
many others, and | had the hope, with many others 
that little by little, we might reform the church in 
many things. 

aa a * 


In 1851 I went to Illinois to found a Freneh 
colony. I took with me about 75,000 French-Cane 
dians, and settled on the magnificent prairies 0 
Illinois, to take possession in the name of the Church 
of Rome. After I had begun my great work of 
colonization I became a rich man. I bought many 
Bibles and gave one to almost every family. The 


(Continued on page 31, column 2) 
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An effective ally 
in advising your group 
may be on your own 


campus door step 


By GORDON VAN WYLEN 
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(). MANY campuses you have one or more faculty 
members who are interested in and solidly behind 
the purpose and endeavors of your Inter-Varsity 
group. These men have been called by God to serve 
Him as Christian professors, and as such their sphere 
of activities and witness includes both faculty and 
students. Some of these men were active in Inter- 
Varsity during their student days. How can your 
group best use such a prof, and how can his activ- 
ities be integrated into your program? 

Inter-Varsity has always been, and must remain, 
a student organization with student leadership and 
student membership exclusively. This excludes your 
prof from active leadership of or participation in 
the group. But there are three ways in which you 
can use him: (1) group adviser (2) personal adviser 
(3) speaker or teacher. The extent to which you 
will use him will depend on his interest, available 
time, and ability as well as on your own attitude 
toward him. The suggestions which follow may help 
you to use your Christian prof wisely and effectively. 

To be an effective group adviser your Christian 
prof must be familiar with the group’s program. 
This will mean frequent attendance at the main meet- 
ings and important activities. Either he should attend 
the executive meetings for over-all planning, or else 
one of the officers should go over the proposed pro- 
gram with him, receiving his suggestions for pro- 
gram and speaker. Send him a carbon copy of the 
minutes of all the executive and business meetings to 
keep him informed on all your activities. One thing 
is important: he is only an adviser; the decisions to 
be made are in your hands as students. But do keep 
him posted, and this is especially important if he is 
your official faculty adviser. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Dr. Van Wylen was first active in IVCF as a 
student at the University of Michigan where he 
is now teaching in the department of Mechanical 
Engineering. After a stint in the Navy, he did 
graduate work at MIT, and then went to Penn 
State to teach where he started a Bible class 
among the Chinese students. 


Where there are several Christian professors in- 
terested in your group, you might ask each one to 
take a special interest in one phase of your activities. 
One prof might take the mission program, another 
the foreign students on campus (a prof who will 
open his home to foreign students can do an ex- 
cellent job), and still another the program planning. 
With a bit of discretion you can use each Christian 
faculty member in a capacity where he has particu- 
lar ability or interest. 

Perhaps even more important is the role your 
Christian prof can play as a personal adviser to the 
individual students in your group. If he has been 
active in your group as a counselor, he may know 
the members better than either the staff member or 
the local pastor. Such important questions as life 
work, which seminary, finances, marriage (to whom 
and when) may be brought to him with the assurance 
that they will receive careful, confidential, and 
prayerful consideration. Then, too, he may be able 
to help on Quiet Times, intellectual problems, and 
advice regarding your home, particularly where your 
parents are not Christians. Use your Christian prof 
when you have any personal problem with which 
you feel he can help; he'll be more than glad to see 
you. Once again, remember that he can only advise 
—final decisions are yours to make before God. 

In the active part of your program, the Christian 
prof should play a minor role. Use him relatively 
infrequently as a speaker or as chairman for a meet- 
ing. Perhaps you could ask him to lead a special 
prayer meeting—for example, a weekly prayer meet- 
ing for a coming mission. He might be invited on 
occasion to lead your dorm Bible Study or a specially 
arranged discussion group about Christianity. If you 
think it would be helpful, arrange for your friends 
who are not Christians or those who have recently 
become Christians to meet him to converse on spir- 
itual matters. In certain set-ups it might be desir- 
able to arrange for him to speak at the student group 
in the local church which you attend. 

There are a few suggestions regarding your Chris- 
tian prof which might be helpful. Before other stu- 
dents, and especially before faculty members, call 
him by his proper title and name. It just doesn’t 


become a student to hail a professor by his first name 
and, by all means, when introducing him in a meet. 
ing use his proper title. He certainly won’t show 
favoritism to IVCF students, but addressing him cor. 
rectly will avoid any misunderstandings. In private 
of course, it’s quite another matter. 

Probably he will share an office with another prof, 
and it is usually not satisfactory to discuss spiritual 
problems if his office mate is present. Make an ap. 
pointment with him to assure privacy. Also avoid 
making his office the center of IVCF activities. 

If your Christian prof and his wife entertain a 
large group at their home rather frequently, it would 
be well to assume the refreshment expenses. Pro- 
fessors’ salaries aren’t known for their magnitude, 
and this will enable him to make his home available 
more frequently. 

Pray for your Christian prof. To be an effective 
adviser to your group, he must also be witnessing 
effectively to those on his own level. Also pray that 
all of his activities may be integrated into an effec- 
tive Christian life and that God will give him the 
wisdom and understanding necessary to be an effec) 
tive adviser and counselor to your group. 

Use that Christian prof on your campus—and usé 
him wisely. 


minute sketch 


IN WHICH YOU 
MEET AN 
INTER-VARSITY 
STAFF 

MEMBER 


MELVIN FRIESEN 


After graduating from the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles and the University of California at Los 
Angeles, forth-right Mel Friesen spent some time 
as a chaplain in the army. After the war and 
after doing graduate work at the University of 
Southern California, he came to the staff of IVCF 
on the West Coast, and since 1950 has _ been 
Regional Secretary. One of his current projects 
is Campus by the Sea on Catalina Island, which 
is proving to be a good work-out for his inge 
nuity. His “at home” hours are occupied with 
his wife and the three young Friesens. 
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* GERMANY 


CONTINUING ITS SERIES of the IFES, HIS asked Gun- 
ter Dulon, student staff member of the Studenten 
Mission in Deutschland to report how God led him 
and other Christian students to form a witness for 
Christ among students in Germany. 

The religious background of these students in the 
SMD is varied — Lutheran, Baptist, Reformed, Free 
Church—but in quite a real sense they may be con- 
sidered Twentieth Century Martin Luthers nailing 
their theses of the historic doctrines of the Faith on 
the doors of their university buildings and proclaim- 
ing to the academic world the glorious truths of 
God’s grace for all mankind. 

Mention should be made of two leaders whose pic- 
tures do not appear on these pages. Ernst Schrupp, 
teacher in the Bible School of Mr. Eric Sauer at 
Wiedenest, under God began the evangelical student 
witness in Germany after the war and gave himself 
so unsparingly that he had to resign because of ill 
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third in a series on the IFES 


vA 


By GUNTER DULON 


health. And Fritz Laubach gave unstintingly of his 
time and energy to the sacrifice of his health and 
studies particularly in the early days. of the work 
that Christ may be proclaimed. Near the end of his 
studies in Germany, Fritz may come to the States; 
if that is possible, many who have prayed long for 
him will want to arrange to meet him. 

(Material throughout the article in brackets are 
editorial helps to provide background.) 


T. SUMMARIZE the student work of the Student Mis- 
sion we might say that the methods of the work are 





two-fold: personal testimony to fellow students and 
the establishment of Christian Unions [chapters] 
within the universities. In many places our groups 
have given such a joyful testimony in the last months 
that the attendance in the public meetings has grown 
quite wonderfully. 

“Many of the students we meet are indifferent and 
skeptical by reason of the disillusionments of the 
last years. They live to themselves or at best seek a 
bit of friendship in one or other of the student or- 
ganizations. The academic air is full of substitute 
religions and our work among students consists, 
therefore, chiefly of personal work and testimony, 
although we use evangelistic missions and week-end 
retreats as other means of proclaiming the gospel to 
students. 

“Two large university missions held last year 
illustrate our methods: in Marburg/Lahn [home of 
the headquarters of the Studenten Mission] a mission 
was held with an average attendance of 250 students. 
Each meeting was followed by a good after-meeting. 
There were about twenty conversions from this mis- 
sion and during the months which followed. In 
Erlangen a mission was arranged by the Student Mis- 
sion in connection with the Studenten-Gemeinde 
[Studenten-Gemeinde is the student church in all uni- 
versities of Germany, each having its own pastor. 
The entire organization is under the Lutheran and 
Reformed churches. This movement began after Hit- 


Gunter Dulon, who is General Secretary of the 


SMD in Germany. 


ler disbanded the Student Christian Movement in 
Germany, and it is in reality, the student church in 
Germany]. The mission in Erlangen was well at. 
tended and followed by several personal conversa. 
tions, but no known conversions followed it. 

“A special feature of our work has been the week- 
end retreats. They afford good opportunity for 
fellowship and for personal conversations around the 
Word of God. Altogether about forty students have 
found the Lord in the last months from these retreats 
and their testimony among us is proving genuine 
and consistent. Many in addition are challenged in 
their hearts, and the Lord knows their secret deci- 
sions. 

“The largest group of the Studenten Mission in 
Germany is in Marburg/Lahn with a nucleus of 
thirty believing students. The weekly evangelistic 
meetings are attended by some sixty to a hundred. 
Other groups are in Erlangen, Gottingen, Tubingen 
[where Betsey Ancker of Wellesley is working on her 
Ph.D. in physics and helping with the testimony to 
Christ, her interest stemming from IVCF contacts in 
her under-graduate days] Heidelberg, and Stuttgart 
with some five to ten in each group. In the provinces 
of Hessen, groups of grammar-school pupils have 
also sprung up in a number of places. In this way 
we seek to witness that God has promised abundant 
life to all who call upon His Name in our troubled 
times. 


The SMD student executive committee. Left to 
right they are: G. Jung, G. Dulon, U. Wever, B. 
Popkes and B. Volkmann. 
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“We have in our work good fellowship with many 
foreign students [especially with the IFES] and we 
are praying with them that all intellectual difficulties 
will be overcome and a revival may start among us 
founded in the love of God and His Word. 

[Gunter also writes a bit of his personal experience 
in the work.] “I experienced the vital turn in my 
life after the war after I had learned a trade and 
taken the higher school certificate examination. Jesus 
Christ gave my life a new content and purpose, and 
from now on He has absolute claim over it. 

“After training as a male nurse I commenced the 
study of theology in a seminary in Bethel. As a 
nurse I had learned to live by the grace and strength 
of Jesus; I had learned to be obedient to His Word 
and realized that I had to pass on to others the light 
and the love which the Lord had put into my heart. 

“During my training I had already seen that in- 
tellectual knowledge and understanding do not stand 
the test of spiritual crisis. I discovered that the sim- 
ple and sincere inquiry into practical life was for 
me and for many students the beginning of rest. I 
talked to many other students about these same things 
and from these conversations developed a fellowship 
in the Word of God and in prayer and in witnessing 
for Jesus. 


“At their first public meeting I got in touch with 


a group called ‘Student and Schuler Mission.’ Here 
I had an opportunity to get to know fellowship with 
other Christian students and to inquire of their goals. 
I went to one of their camps in 1948 and again in 
1949 in Switzerland. I also attended an IFES con- 
ference or two during this period and took full part 
in everything. We had good fellowship together and 
were certain that God expected a witness from us. 
Therefore I agreed when it was proposed that these 
various local student groups should be increasingly 
joined together for a missionary witness to their 
fellows in university. ; 

“The work which had been started by Ernst 
Schrupp [of the Bible School in Wiedenest—together 
with help from his friend, Gerd Rumler] in 1947 was 
transferred to me December, 1949. This I undertook 
to do along with my studies. 

“The Lord has done it and we have obeyed. The 
words of Psalm 25:14, 15 and of Psalm 138:8 are 
characteristic of our way—‘The friendship of Jeho- 
vah is with them that fear him; and he will show 
them his covenant. Mine eyes are toward Jehovah; 
for he will pluck my feet out of the net.’ ‘Jehovah 
will perfect that which concerneth me: thy loving 
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HUMILITY 
Humility is perfect quietness of heart. It is to 
have no trouble. It is never to be fretted, vexed, 
irritated, sore, or disappointed. It is to expect 
nothing, to wonder at nothing that is done to me, 
to feel nothing done against me. It is to be at 
rest when nobody praises me, and when I am 
blamed and despised. It is to have a blessed 
home in the Lord where I can go in and shut the 
door and kneel to my Father in secret: I am at 
peace as in a deep sea of calmness. 
ANDREW MURRAY 


kindness, O Jehovah endureth forever.’ God has 
given us the commission and He knows the hour 
when our prayers for revival will be answered that 
people will be saved out of the confusion of our 
days and that students, too, will give Him His right- 
ful place in their lives.” END 


Gunter Dulon, General Secretary of the smp in 
Germany for almost two years, has interrupted his 
studies to take on this responsibility to serve his 


Lord. 


REVIEW SHELF 


(Continued from inside front cover) 


The author insists that “a Christian philosophy of 
education must recognize a two-fold objective: seeing 
clearly the primary necessity for leading youth first 
of all to personal commitment to Christ, it must at 
the same time accept responsibility for the nurture 
of those who are already committed. In either case, 
its task is to be accomplished in the spirit rather 
than in the letter of the law.” 


Chapter 2 treats the foundation of Christian educa- 
tion. Other chapter headings include: “Christian 
Education Looks at the Public School,” “Christian 
Education and the Independent School,” “The Stra- 
tegic Place of the Christian College.” 


Christian Education in a Democracy is a mature, 
balanced and thought-provoking analysis of the total 
field of Christian education in America today. The 
author, while always courteously loyal to the Biblical 
Christian, offers no easy solutions or “half-baked” 
sectarian alternatives. It is perhaps not too much to 
say that this volume is the most notable contribution 
by way of analysis, philosophy, and challenge that 
has been made in the field of Christian Education in 
America, and one can scarcely claim to be literate 
in this field who has failed to read carefully this 
thought-provoking book. csw 
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THE “NEW DEISM” 


The will of God to exercise His 


sovereign power anywhere and anytime is 


vindicated in this thoughtful apologia 


By EDWARD JOHN CARNELL 


i harmonious relations between science and 
theology is like putting out a large grass fire. Just 
when you are sure you have the situation well in 
hand, up leaps another finger of flame and the battle 
is on again. 

Both scientist and theologian are really after the 
same thing—truth. Therefore, each ought to come 
to conclusions which the other accepts, for God is a 
God of order, not confusion. But it is too sadly true 
that this perfection in harmony is seldom enjoyed. 
Let us look at a present-day instance of friction be- 
tween science and theology and see how it arises. 
THE OLD DEISM 

Ideal science functions most effectively within con- 
trolled conditions. Unless the scientist can believe 
that reality is ordered by a reliable body of “natural 
laws,” he finds it impossible to predict the course of 
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nature. The rock which falls today must be governed 
by laws which controlled the falling of stones thou- 
sands of years ago. The abstract name for this faith 
is the “principle of uniformity.” 

For a long time secular scientists have used this 
principle of uniformity as a weapon against Biblical 
Christianity. Take the matter of miracles, for ex 
ample. Since a miracle is contrary to what we know 
of natural law, many scientists reasoned that the uni- 
verse would become irrational and unpredictable if 
one admitted miracles. Observe the case of the resur- 
rection of Christ. Natural law says that dead men 
stay dead—and that is that. Therefore, we would 
destroy the scientific ideal of uniformity if we ad: 
mitted the literal resurrection of Christ from the 
dead. Secular science required a “natural” explana: 
tion of whatever happened to Jesus. For instance, 
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it was suggested that Christ was merely “injured” 
by His experience on the cross. In “coming forth 
from the grave,” therefore, He simply revived 
strength by aid of the coolness of the cave and the 
healing effects of balms and oils on His body. 
Through this explanation we have saved our prin- 
ciple of uniformity, and science may triumphantly 
march on. 

A certain group of Christians, enormously im- 
pressed by the theory of uniformity, concluded that 
it would be best to support this denial of miracles. 
This group was the “deists.” They said that, just as 
one would wind up an eight-day clock, leaving it to 
operate by the internal pressures of its own springs 
and gears, so God wound up the world at the day 
of creation and then let the world work out its own 
history through laws planted within it. In plainest 
language, God was chased out of His universe on 
orders issued by the law of uniformity. 


THE DECAY OF OLD DEISM 

However, Bible-believing Christians quickly per- 
ceived that this destruction of faith in miracles was 
a left-handed way of corrupting faith in God, for 
the only God we know of is a miracle-working God. 
The Scriptures, our sole source of precise informa- 
tion about God, declare that God has performed 
miracles. Therefore, to exchange faith in the Per- 
son of Jesus Christ for the principle of uniformity 
is a pretty poor bargain. What good is hope in uni- 
formity if we have no hope of salvation? 

Since Christians have come to the Father through 
the saving work of the Son, they believe that a God 
worthy of being trusted for the overcoming of sin 
is a God who can be trusted for everything else. 
When the Word declares that God may sovereignly 
do with nature whatever He pleases, Christians 
humbly respond, “So be it, Father. Thy will be 


done on earth even as it is in heaven.” 


THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 

When the Christian is asked why he believes that 
the universe will be kept regular, he responds in 
the following fashion: “I have God’s promise for it 
that He will keep the seasons in their order: ‘seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter’” (Genesis 8:22). But the Christian 
senses that it is insubordination to turn the law of 
uniformity against God and demand that He abide 
by “natural law.” The Bible says that the only rea- 
son there is a universe in the first place is that it 
has pleased God to make it. There is no independent 
“logical” or “rational” necessity for creation. The 
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Triune God enjoyed eternal happiness—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit—thus, there was no cause for the 
creation of the world to satisfy some lack in God. 
God simply was pleased to make a world, that He 
might lead many sons unto glory. 

Why is the earth round? Why are pears green? 
Why does wheat bear the number of grains that it 
does? There is no Biblically satisfying answer other 
than that God was pleased to create nature this way. 
If it had satisfied the Lord to make planets square, 
rather than round, square planets would have been 
created. We cannot sue for a cause beyond the will 
of God. 

When the scientist seeks to “subdue” nature. there- 
fore, he must remain within the limits which God 
has ordered. He may describe what God has done 
in nature, but he cannot tell God what He can or 
cannot do. If the Red Sea parted; if the axe head 
floated; if Christ was raised from the dead—then 
these must be reckoned with as genuine parts of 
reality. Nature is not an arena of regularity for 
curious men “to putter around in” as, perhaps, a 
child would toy with a clock. Nature is orderly for 
at least two reasons. First, to stimulate our remem- 
bering that God rules the world. We remember God’s 
eternal power through the things which have been 
made. Second, to supply men with a basis for self- 
preservation. We are able to save ourselves from a 
flying object because we know the dependably reg- 
ular route which the missile will take. Without reg- 
ularity and order in nature we could not live. In 
such a world what looks like aspirin now (and what 
was aspirin a minute ago) might be arsenic now. 

But we repeat: the outside limits of the principle 
of uniformity are to be set by the will of God, not 
by an abstract ideal set by science. Since nature is 
a stage for the plan of salvation, and not a play- 
ground for man’s curiosity, God holds the right to 
define how regular the universe shall be. If God 
wills to act in ways that are different from the or- 
dinary course of nature—and thus perform miracles 
—He is perfectly at liberty to do so. The dust can- 
not ask of the Creator, “Why hast thou performed 
thus?” Man must obey, not question, God. 

In three sweeping verses of Scripture the Apostle 
Paul sums up the Christian philosophy of nature. 
“O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments 
and how inscrutable his ways! 

‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
or who has been his counselor? 

‘Or who has given a gift to him 

that he might be repaid?’ 
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A life yielded to God means accepting the will 
of God in principle, and submitting to it in 


practice. RUTH PAXSON 


For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 
11:33-36). 

THE RISE OF “THE NEW DEISM" 

In recent hours the “carbon dating” principle 
has been announced to the world. By measuring the 
amount of chemical change in a given object, it is 
possible to measure (extrapolate) back to the ap- 
proximate time span in the life of the object itself. 
A practical example of this process is the measur- 
ing of the age of the Dead Sea Scrolls. By putting 
these documents to the test of carbon dating, it was 
learned that the Scrolls are far older than critics 
had formerly been willing to admit. 

It would be neither relevant nor practical to go 
deeply into the theory of carbon dating. Our inter- 
est is not in the fact of this principle but, rather. 
in the effect an excess faith in it has had on theo- 
logical implications. It is too early to assess the 
damage, but evidences of trouble are at hand: 

How would you answer the following questions: 
Did the first trees which God created have rings in 
them? Did the first trees have thickness and size? 
On the first day of creation, did the earth have 
layers and strata of soil in it? Were there moun- 
tains and valleys? Did the original creation have 
diamonds in it? .Did God create distant stars with 
their light rays already touching the earth? Was 
Adam created a grown man? Did Adam have his 
second set of teeth in his mouth on the first day of 
creation ? 

You may wonder what these questions are all 
about. Well, if you answered “yes” to any single 
question above, you deny that the carbon dating 
principle works under all circumstances. If the trees 
had rings in them, the trees looked older than they 
actually were. Even if the trees had no rings in them, 
but were tall or fat or green, they still appeared to 
be older than they were. If the earth had layers, 
the young earth appeared old. If diamonds were 
originally created, then they were not millions of 
years in forming. If Adam was formed with his sec- 
ond set of teeth, he appeared as an adult person, 
while yet remaining but a few minutes old. 

Intoxicated with the sweet wine of the new car- 
bon dating hypothesis, some evangelical Christians 
have gone so far as to declare that God would be 
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guilty of lying if He created things which looked 
old but were actually young. They contend that God 
cannot create trees with rings, for He would be de. 
liberately deceiving us if He did. Such trees would 
téll a story of age which was not true. 

You see, this is how the “new deism” has arisen. 
Thrilled with the possibility that scientists are now 
equipped with a principle to read off the age of the 
universe, new deism draws the conclusion not only 
that God did not create things with histories already 
written into them but that, on the ground of both 
logic and morality, He could not. Once again, good 
science has converted itself into bad theology. Good 
carbon dating becomes bad Christianity. 


THE CRUX OF THE PROBLEM 

The new deism is simply repeating the guiding 
motto of the old deism, namely, that God is not ra- 
tional if He does not absolutely conform with the 
principle of uniformity. Discontent with humbly 
describing what God has done in His creation, the 
new deism has pressed on to pontificate what God 
can and cannot do. Theologians cannot remain silent 
when so serious an issue is brought to their atten- 
tion. “How great a forest is set ablaze by a small 
fire!” (James 3:5). 

There are at least three areas in which the Bible 
assures us that God created things with histories 
written into them: First, the “heavens and the earth” 
as a broad framework; second, plants and animals; 
third, Adam and Eve. While we will no more than 
state the matter dogmatically, the very rights of lan- 
guage require that God created finished forms in at 
least three instances. Therefore, God did, in fact, 
create things which looked older on the first day of 
creation than they actually were. The carbon dating 
method would have been useless at such a time. 

The Christian would be quick to insist, further: 
more, that even if the text of Genesis did not ex: 
plicity describe what God did during the days of 
creation, God nonetheless would be conceived as 
possessing a perfect moral right to create mature 
forms instantaneously. The will of God is the stand: 
ard of perfection for the Christian, and what He 
does is good for the very reason that He does it. 
No compulsion can be assigned to God concerning 
what things He may or may not perform. We can 
only sit back, like Job, and be instructed as to what 
God did do. And Jehovah God tells Job that He 
sovereignly put the stars in the heavens and the 
whales in the sea — instantaneous, immediate acts. 

(Continued on page 35, column 2) 
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through the Bible in five years . a daily devotional guide for your Quiet Time 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 

ESTHER 7 (1) How did Esther phrase her 
request to appeal most to the king? Note 
y. 4—“countervail” means “compensate.” 
What damage or loss would Haman’s 
Do I know 


how to pray to God for His name’s sake 


scheme entail for the king? 


that the enemy of our souls may not suc- 
ceed in his schemes to cause any of His 
(2) In his alarm 


and anxiety to be spared the king’s wrath, 


loved ones to perish? 


Haman overstepped the bounds of decency 
by throwing himself upon the divan where 
Esther according to oriental custom, had 
reclined for the banquet. This action only 
‘onfirmed the king’s decision. “Covering 
the face” was a sign of being condemned 
to death. (3) Can the villain ever really 
escape judgment (v. 10)? What is God's 
law about the inevitable harvest of sin? 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 

ESTHER 8 (1) Study the advancement of 
Mordecai as an illustration of Matt. 25:21, 
23. Ultimately only the righteous will be 
(2) What did 


Esther’s great concern for her people lead 


in positions of authority. 


her to do (vv. 3, 5)? Compare Paul’s tre- 
mendous concern for his kinsmen accord- 
ing to the flesh (Mom. 9:1-3). How earn- 
estly do I desire the salvation of my rela- 
tives? What is the first step to be taken 
(3) Note that the king 


could not annul his first decree but issued 


toward this end? 


a second to provide escape from it. So 
God’s law concerning sin still stands, but 
in Christ He has issued the new law of 
life. Carefully read Rom. 6:23 and 8:2. 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 

ESTHER 9:1-10:3 (1) Did the permission 


given to the Jews to defend themselves 
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lead to an indiscriminate massacre? What 
is the significance of “such as sought their 
hurt” (v. 2), “their enemies,” “those that 
hated them” (v. 5)? Contrast the terms of 
the decree (8:11) with the actual outcome. 
How do wv. 10, 15 clear the Jews from all 
charge of self-aggrandizement? Am I care- 
ful so to live that like Paul I would rather 
give up certain legitimate rights than in 
any way to “abuse my power in the gospel” 
(1 Cor. 9:18)? (2) The feast of Purim is 
still celebrated among the Jews, but as it 
was not instituted by the command of God, 
it has a political rather than a spiritual 
significance. (3) Even in the record of 
God’s wonderful care and deliverance, God 
saw to it that His name was not mentioned 
in connection with the people whom He 
had disowned (Hosea 1:9), as long as they 
remained in exile away from the land and 
the city where He had chosen to put His 
name. See Deut. 12:5 and Neh. 1:9. 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 

MALACHI 1 (1) In contrast to the book of 
Esther, note how many times the name of 
the Lord is mentioned in this brief proph- 
ecy addressed to those who had returned 
to the land of promise and rebuilt the 
temple. Also here God’s people are called 
(Prince 


with God), the name God had given to 


not merely “Jews” but “Israel” 


Jacob to denote his connection with Him- 
self. (2) How only can one account for the 
great difference between the national for- 
tunes of Esau (or Edom) and those of Ja- 
cob? Both nations had for their sins been 
totally defeated by their enemies. But the 
final outcome was to be very different (vv. 
4, 5). Meditate on Rom. 9:10-16. (3) 


How was Israel despising God’s name? Am 


I offering to God the tag ends of my day 
or lame and sick offerings? Am I serving 
Him with a pure heart joyfully or from a 
wearisome sense of duty (vv. 11-13)? 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5 

(1) What characterized the 
thoughts, the words and the deeds of those 


MALACHI 2 


with whom the Lord had made the priestly 
Who are the 


Lord’s priests today? Just certain individ- 


covenant of Levi (vv. 5, 6)? 


ual Christians or the whole body of be- 
Read I Pet. 2:9 and Rev. 1:6. 
Who are His appointed messengers today 
(v. 7)? See II Cor. 5:18-20. Let every 


priest and every messenger consider the 


lievers? 


responsibilities of his office (v. 7), as well 
as the possible corruptions (v. 8). (2) 
Prayerfully study vv. 11-16 to discover why 
mixed marriages (between a child of God 
and one who is not) are such an abomina- 
tion to the Lord. Also why does He so hate 
divorce (“putting away”)? Note the ques- 
tion of v. 15 and its answer. Why did God 
institute marriage (making of two persons 
one flesh)? Cf. Matt. 19:4, 5. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 

MALACHI 3:1-4:6 (1) Malachi means “my 
messenger.” This is the word used in 3:1. 
To whom does it refer? See Matt. 11:10, 
14, and note Elias is the Elijah of Mal. 
4:5, 6. What is the supreme task of God’s 
messenger? Have I ever thought of this as 
being mine? Meditate on Luke 1:76-79. 
(2) Who is “the messenger of the cove- 
nant”? What is His chief function in rela- 
tion to the sons of the covenant (v. 3, ef. 
2:4)? To what end? Cf. I Pet. 2:5. Under- 
line and remember these two words, PRE- 
PARE, PURIFY. (3) Under what condition 
will God pour out His blessing? (4) ‘What 





distinguishes those whom the Lord prom- 
ises to spare in the coming day of judgment 
(3:16; 4:2)? (5) It is significant that the 
Old Testament ends with the reminder of 
God's standard—the law of Moses—and of 
the curse (v. 6) that rests upon all who 
disobey that standard. But is the final note 
only one of despair? 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 

REVELATION 1 (1) It is Jesus Christ Whom 
this book reveals. He is both the Revealer 
and the Revealed. Is there any doubt as to 
How are we to 


Cf. Luke 


(2) Consider the portrait here 


the events foretold here? 
treat such a revelation (v. 3)? 
2:89, Si. 
presented of Jesus Christ. Note His titles 
(v. 5) and their progressive significance. 
Cf. Phil. 2:5-11. What is He making of us 
Link 
“kings” with his third title, “priests” with 
His first. 


the glorified Christ? Consider the assuring 


whom He has loved and cleansed? 


(3) What was John’s reaction to 


answer he received. On what was it based? 
When I stand before Him whose eyes are 
as a flame of fire to scan my soul (cf. Heb. 
4:12, 13), what will I hear Him say to me? 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 

REVELATION 2:1-17 (1) The seven churches 
are generally looked upon as representative 
of the various conditions and stages of the 
church of Christ on earth. How do wv. 7, 
11, 17 indicate that these messages are not 
to be limited to these seven Asiatic 
churches? (2) What is the supreme func- 
tion of Christ’s church here upon earth as 
symbolized by the term candlestick? Cf. 


EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 


Matt. 5:14-16. But note the solemn warn- 
ing of vv. 4, 5. Let me examine my own 
heart lest any failure to love utterly hinder 
my being a clear witness to my Lord. Med- 
itate on John 13:34, 35. (3) Note the three 
dangers (a.) in Ephesus from within the 
heart of the Christian, (b.) in Smyrna from 
external persecution, (c.) in Pergamos 
from an attempted union of those in the 


How do 


the Holy Spirit’s promises in each case 


world with those in the church. 


strengthen the believer to overcome the 
danger? 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 

REVELATION 2:18-3:6 (1) What is the sig- 


nificance of the Lord’s twofold description 


of Himself to Thyatira? What does it 


mean to me that my Lord has “eyes like 
unto a flame of fire”? Brass in Scripture 
seems to be connected with “judgment.” 
How does v. 23 develop these two descrip- 
tive aspects? (2) This church lacked these 
very qualities—discernment of evil and de- 
20). 


many who claim to be messengers from God 


cisive action (v. The teachings of 
only lead Christians into spiritual disloyalty 
and compromise with evil. Note then the 
admonition (v.25). (3) Sardis is orthodox, 


but dead! 


from the One possessed of the sevenfold 


What is the message to such 


Spirit of life? Is my name (v. 1) merely 
on the register of some church or will it 
be found in God’s book of life (v. 5)? 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 

REVELATION 3:7-22 (1) Consider the char- 


acter of the church whose name means 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me 
(by illustration or statement) about 


Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 


my life? 


1. Is there any example for me to 


seek to follow by God’s help? 


2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 


What are the features 
here that delight the One Who is holy and 


true? Compare the promise of v. 10 with 


“brotherly love.” 


the prayer Christ asked us to pray in Luke 
21:35, 36, (2) V. 


heathen world but a church, professing to 


17 describes not the 
be Christian. Note that in these letters to 
the churches the Lord’s love is twice men- 
tioned (vv. 9, 19), once to the church 
where He found nothing to condemn and 
once to the church where He found nothing 
to commend. Can I then ever doubt His 
love, no matter what my state before Him? 
(3) What is different in connection with 
the last promise to the overcomer (v. 21)? 
Jesus Christ—the one who stands at the 
14) ~is 


always our forerunner. Who follows in His 


head of God’s new creation (v. 


train? 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 

REVELATION 4 (1) It is important to note 
from what viewpoint (vv. 1, 2) John saw 
all the subsequent scenes of this revela- 
tion. (2) Opinion differs as to whether the 
twenty-four elders represent heavenly be- 
ings or the highly privileged groups of hu- 
man beings known as God’s people and 
the Church. Certainly twelve is the divinely 
chosen number of government, e.g. twelve 
tribes of Israel and twelve apostles. See 
21:12, 14. (3) The four “living creatures” 
(not “beasts” as in c. 13) are familiar from 
Ezekiel’s vision. Cf. Ezek. 1:5, 10; 10:12. 
They represent the attributes of God. So in 
the four gospels, Matthew reveals the Lord 
Jesus as the king (the lion), Mark reveals 
Him as the servant (the calf or ox), Luke 
as perfect man, and John as divine (the 
high soaring eagle). Then note His om- 
niscience as indicated by so many eyes 
(v. 8). What is my response to such 4 


revelation (v. 10)? 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
REVELATION 5 (1) Observe the seven-sealed 


book has to do with events to take place 
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on this earth. God committed the rulership 
of the earth to man (Gen. 1:28), but he 
forfeited his right to Satan. Consider then 
the necessary qualifications for someone 
(vy, 2) to exercise dominion over this earth 
—a man, and yet one who had defeated 
Satan. (2) Compare the new song of wor- 
ship (vv. 9, 10) with the first ascription of 
worship (4:11). In what way is this second 
an advance upon the first? Are my prayers 
Then let me 

(3) Vv. 13, 
14 anticipate the glorious climax of this 
world’s history (cf. Phil. 2:10, 11) while 
ce, 6-21 trace the process by which it shall 


destitute of real worship? 


learn its lessons in this book. 


be ultimately realized. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 

REVELATION 6 (1) Here are the famous four 
horsemen of the “Apocalypse” (or Revela- 
tion). What will their coming mean to the 
earth? Note v. 6—a measure of wheat is 
an amount sufficient for only one meal yet 
it will cost a whole day’s wages (cf. Matt. 
20:2). (2) In view of the revelation under 
the fifth seal, can I be deceived into imag- 
ining that this world will ever be a safe 
place for Christ’s followers before He Him- 
self comes to reign? Which means more 
to me, my own life and safety or the Word 
of God-and my testimony to its truth? 
Cf. Acts 20:22-24. 


in the age or the day of God's grace. But 


(3) We are now living 


do I realize and have I warned my friends 
of the kind of day or age that is coming 
(v.17)? Note Matt. 3:7b. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 

REVELATION 7 (1) Because so many sects 
have laid claim to being among the 144,000, 
it is important to know the answers to the 
following: From what race of people do 
these thousands come? Are these all that 
will be saved? (2) Do the countless multi- 
tudes of v. 9 represent all the others who 
are to be saved? Consider 15:2. (3) Will 


those who have suffered very greatly for 


Christ’s sake ever regret it or resent the 
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Lord’s dealings with them (v. 10)? Study 
the wonderful promise of v. 17, “the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them,” literally, “be their shepherd.” 
We shall never outgrow the need of a shep- 
herd. 
Psalm 23. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 

REVELATION 8 (1) What was mingled with 


Is the Lord such to me now? Cf. 


the prayers of the saints so that they were 
acceptable in God’s sight? Cf. Rom. 8:26. 
Do I look to the Holy Spirit to direct my 
prayers and to the Lord Jesus for the sweet 
incense of His own name? See John 14:13, 
14. (2) Because of the close association 
between the censer, the golden altar and 
the prayers of the saints with the judg- 
ments immediately following, it would seem 
as if these saints had heen directed to pray 
for the outpouring of God's wrath. Cf. 
6:10. Remember two things: (a.) God has 
said, “Vengeance is mine,” so no child of 
God must ever take that upon himself. (b.) 
We live now in the age of grace and must 
co-operate with God by prayer in His pur- 
poses of grace (II Cor. 5:19, 20), even as 
saints in days to come will co-operate with 
Him in His purposes of judgment. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 

REVELATION 9 (1) Observe even in these 
dreadful woes of the fifth and sixth trum- 
pets the definite time limit and the re- 
stricted scope of operation (vv. 4, 10, 15). 
What is the significance of the repeated 
emphasis on “given” power (vv. 1, 3, 5, 
10)? See John 19:11. (2) The name (v. 
11) of the fallen star (v. 1) or king of the 
hordes from the bottomless pit means De- 
stroyer. Note the characteristics of that 
which issues from the pit: human faces 
(speaking of rational intelligence), wom- 
en’s hair (speaking of seductive appeal), 
teeth of lions (revealing its true, destruc- 
How did’ the two 


thirds of men who survived these plagues 


tive character). (3) 


react to them? How does such behavior 


demonstrate the righteousness: of God in 


letting loose His judgments on the earth? 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 17 


REVELATION 10 (1) Observe here that the 
book or scroll is open, i.e. completely un- 
rolled. Contrast 5:1. Possibly this mighty 
angel is another description of the Lamb 
who took the book, and His voice as of a 
lion roaring reminds us He is also the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah (5:5). (2) Instead 
of “time no longer” vy. 6 should read “no 
more delay.” So the vision of the seventh 
trumpet brings us to the culmination of 
God’s purpose for this world (11:15). What 
is that? (3) What can-we learn from the 
fact that there were some things John was 
Cf. Deut. 29:29, 
(4) Merely hearing the Word of God may 


not allowed to record? 


be pleasant (sweet as honey), but every 
child of God who digests this Word will 
find it bitter to the natural appetites and 
Am I afraid to take the Word of 


God into my innermost being? 


desires. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 


REVELATION 11 (1) Note 42 months (calcu- 
lating 30 days a month) coincides with 
1260 days (vv. 2, 3). What will be the 
state of Jerusalem during this 34% year 
period just prior to the Lord’s taking over 
Will there 
be any who remain true to God (vv. 1, 3)? 
(2) Note that God will then confirm the 


the government of this world? 


testimony of His witnesses by miracles of 
judgment, and not of healing as in the 
case of the apostles. What is the significant 
lesson for all God’s witnesses in the timing 
of the death of these two witnesses at the 
(3) V. 12 


pictures “another cohort of the first resur- 


hands of God’s enemies (v. 7) ? 


rection” taken to heaven to join the count- 


less multitudes of saints already there 
(7:9). (4) V. 15 presents as actually tak- 
ing place what the whole Scripture repeat- 
edly foretells. Search for at least one such 


promise today. 





The questions of THIS MORNING 
WITH GoD are based on the Scripture 
passages followed by the Senior Notes 
of the Scripture Union series. North 
American office of the Scripture Union 
is 30 St. Mary Street. Toronto 5, On- 
tario. A year’s subscription to the 
Senior Notes is 75¢, provides extra 
help on these same passages. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 

REVELATION 12 (1) Cc. 12-14 now present 
the principal actors in the final scenes 
leading to the full accomplishment of God’s 
purpose. (2) Who is the man-child who is 
“to rule all nations with a rod of iron”? 
Cf. 11:15 and 19:11-16. He did not rule 
the world after His birth but is now in 
heaven “until the times of restitution of all 
things” (Acts 3:21). (3) Who is the chief 
antagonist to Him and to all connected 
with Him? In contrast to Christ who is 
always interceding for us, this one con- 
stantly accuses us before God (v. 10). 
What fact always overcomes his charges 
(v. 11), and enables us to go on unhin- 
dered in proclaiming the truth? Note those 
who care more for the continuation of 
God’s testimony than that of their own lives 
always overcome this antagonist. Will he 
always have access to heaven? When will 
his overthrow come? Link wv. 9, 10 with 
11:15. (4) The woman seems to represent 
the nation that gave birth to Christ, Israel, 
and the rest of her seed those who, even in 
the time of the end, are faithful to Jesus 
Christ (v. 17). 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 

REVELATION 13 (1) Observe here the awful 
trinity of evil; the dragon, the beast that 
recovered from the deadly wound, and the 
deceiving miracle worker, who will set 
themselves up in opposition to God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. What is the significance of the re- 
peated expression, “it was given”? See wv. 
5, 7, 14, 15 (“he had power” is literally 
(2) Will there 


“it was given unto him.”) 


ever be one universal ruler over the nations 


of this world before Christ returns to 
reign? See v. 7, and be sure to read II 
Thess. 2:3-10. How long will this regime 
5)? What 
two qualities will be preeminently needed 
(3) Why 
would the beast, the dragon’s executive, 
have horns “like a lamb”? Cf. 14:1 and 
Matt. 24:24. Who only will not be de- 
ceived (v. 8)? Is my name in the Lamb’s 


book of life (v. 8)? 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21 
REVELATION 14:1-13 (1) Just as one like 


be permitted to continue (v. 


by God’s people in those days? 


the Son of God was seen with the three in 
the burning fiery furnace (Dan. 3), so here 
the Lamb is seen on earth with the 144,000 
who remain true to Him when all else wor- 
(2) For the 


4) compare II 


ship the image of the beast. 
meaning of “virgins” (v. 
Cor. 11:2. When the heavenly bridegroom 
comes, will He find me a pure bride or one 
who has yielded to the enticements of the 
world and the flattery of false teaching? 
(3) Note Babylon the great (v. 8) seems 
to represent that coming worldwide reli- 
gious union (13:14-17) which will be the 
handmaid of the political federation Scrip- 
ture predicts (13:7)—and this in contrast 
to the new Jerusalem, the true Church or 
bride of Christ (21:2). Does Christ’s name 
(v. 1) mean more to me now than mem- 
bership (v. 9) in a worldwide religious 
organization? Note the command in 18:4. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 

(1) The time of 
harvest was also depicted by Christ in Matt. 


REVELATION 14:14-15:8 


13:38-42. Note the emphasis upon the ripe- 
ness of both harvest and yintage. If the 
Lord seems to delay the day of judgment, 
Read II Pet. 3:9. 


(2) Another company of overcomers is now 


what is His purpose? 


seen in heaven brought there in the mercy 
of God before the outpouring of the seven 
What will these who shall 


have endured the worst tribulation the 


last plagues. 


world will ever know have to say about 


God? Do I ever indulge in the thought 


that God’s ways are not fair (v. 3)? (3) 
The temple (v. 8) was the place of inter. 
cession. But when the time is ripe for 
judgment, no one will be able to intercede 
for this earth. Cf. God’s prohibition to 


Jeremiah (Jer. 7:16). 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 


REVELATION 16 (1) Observe that even in 
the final outpouring of God’s wrath upon 
rebellious mankind, His judgment is grad- 
ual and not cataclysmic. Why will God not 
suddenly annihilate them all? Perhaps y. 
1lb gives a hint. (2) What effect have the 
declarations of the angels upon me as | 
read this account of the judgment of God? 
How do wv. 9, 11, 21 confirm these state- 
ments? (3) What is the significance of the 
sphere upon which the seventh bowl is 
poured? Compare Satan’s title in Eph. 2:2. 
(4) Despite all the prophetic details, the 
Lord’s return in glory will be a surprise to 
Him, 
clothed in His righteousness (v. 15)? 


many. Am I now watching for 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 


REVELATION 17 (1) There is an obvious 
contrast between what the angel shows 
John in v. 1 and what he shows him in 
21:9. Each is represented as a woman, 


? 


each is called “that great city.” Contrast 
their character and their destiny. (2) It is 
commonly thought that the seven moun: 
tains (v. 9) refer to the seven-hilled city 
of Rome, many suggesting that the ancient 
empire of Rome (the fourth and last em- 
pire spoken of in Dan. 2:40; 7:7, 19-25) 
will be revived (see v. 8). For a time, 
Babylon the great, the amalgamation of all 
false cults (v. 5) will be allowed to reign 
supreme in conjunction with the coming 
worldwide political power. But note her 
end (v. 16). (3) What are the character 
istics of those in the army of the Lamb 


(v. 14)? Am I on the Lord’s side? 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25 

REVELATION 18 (1) That which character- 
ized the original city and empire of Baby- 
Jon was its idolatry and false religion God’s 
judgment fell on her because of her dia- 
bolical influence on all the nations of the 
(See Isa. 47:1, 9 and Jer. 51:7). 


That Babylon was destroyed never to be 


world. 


rebuilt. So this “Babylon the great” is not 
a restoration of that city but a religious 
system so corrupt (v. 23) that it can only 
be compared to an insatiable prostitute and 
so opposed to the true worship of God that 
it too is called by the name of Babylon. 
(2) Read, mark, learn and inwardly digest 
v. 4. What is God’s merciful command to 
His own? How am I to know when a sys- 
tem is false? What is the only standard of 
judgment? See Isa. 8:20. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26 

REVELATION 19:1-16 (1) Throughout this 
book note the proclamations from heaven, 
the chapter headings as it were. Here (v. 
6) is coming to pass what was heralded by 
the seventh trumpet. See 10:6, 7 and 11:15. 
(2) What brought forth the three mighty 
alleluias from heaven (vv. 1, 3,4)? Am I 
so in tune with God’s thoughts that I too 
rejoice when He deals with the enemies of 
His church? This rejoicing must precede 
the second one (v. 7), for our heavenly 
Bridegroom is first King of righteousness, 
then King of peace (Heb. 7:2). (3), What 
is the very spirit that animates prophecy 
(v. 10)? Is it not that it bears witness to 
Jesus? Vv. 11-16 give an immediate ex- 


ample. The crucial test of any system of 


teaching is what is its testimony concern- 
ing our Lord Jesus. Is He King of kings 
and Lord of lords? 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27 

REVELATION 19:17-20:3 (1) What is the 
one battle as to whose issue we need never 
have any doubt? Where will it take place? 
With v. 19 cf. 16:16. Armageddon means 
“hill of Megiddo,” a city west of the Jor- 
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dan. (2) Consider the awful punishment 
meted out to those arch villains in league 
with Satan. Is the lake of fire a symbol for 
annihilation? Why not? See 20:10. Has 
the lake of fire a purgatorial or cleansing 
effect on those cast into it? Does the Bible 
indicate any terminus or escape from such 
a punishment? Cf. Luke 16:26. (3) The 
millenium (which simply means a period 
of one thousand years) will begin when 
Satan is bound and kept prisoner after the 
battle of Armageddon. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28 

REVELATION 20:4-15 (1) Where is the reign 
of Christ to take place? This will be “the 
day of the Lord” (II Pet. 3:8) in contrast 
to man’s day and government or, in reality, 
Satan’s to whom man ceded his rights. (2) 
Who will be associated with Christ in His 
Will they include all Christians? 
Study 2:26, 27; 3:21; II Tim. 2:12 and 
3:12. All who share in the first resurrec- 
(3) What 


undeniable conclusion regarding unregen- 


rule? 


tion will share in Christ’s rule. 


erate human nature is forced upon us by 
the fact that after enjoying a thousand 
years of righteous rule upon earth man will 
still allow himself to be deceived into 
choosing Satan as his leader? Is not the 
judgment of vv. 10, 15 a logical and moral 
necessity ? 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29 

REVELATION 21:1-14 (1) What is the eternal 
purpose of God in relation to men that will 
at last have its full realization in the new 
heaven and new earth (v. 3)? It is worth- 
while tracing this theme through Scripture 
in its various and partial realizations. Is 
His purpose being realized at all in me 
now? Cf. Eph. 2:22. (2) Cf. v. 5 with 
19:9 and 22:6. Why are the particular 
promises in each case accompanied by such 
(3) Before 


the solemn warning of v. 8, our God again 


strong words of verification? 


extends His gracious invitation (v. 6). Are 


any of my friends thirsting for something 


better than this present world? Now is the 
only time to tell them how that thirst may 
be quenched. There is a time when it will 
be too late. See Luke 16:24. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 

REVELATION 21:15-22:5 (1) Think of any 
large American city. What are the striking 
contrasts between it and this great city, 
the holy Jerusalem? What is the outstand- 
ing impression left on me by its descrip- 
tion? Has it any bright lights? Can you 
imagine a city without any crime, without 
any night-life and all the sin that this im- 
plies? (2) The number twelve speaks of 
perfection in administration. Consider then 
the significance of the twelve gates, the 
twelve foundations, the twelve thousand 
furlongs, the twelve times twelve cubits of 
the wall, and the twelve fruits borne by 
the tree of life. Observe the perfect sym- 
metry and balance. Is this what is needed 
(3) What will be the cul- 
minating point of privilege and blessing 
there (vv. 3, 4)? Think of it—His name 
on my forehead! That speaks of His char- 


in my life? 


acter and His ownership stamped on me 


for all to see. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 

REVELATION 22:6-21 (1) What was the last 
recorded mistake of a child of God (v. 8)? 
Do I find myself prone to worship a cer- 
tain speaker or minister or indeed anyone 
who brings God’s true message to my heart, 
rather than the Lord Himself? Study v. 9. 
(2) V. 11 may be summarized in the words, 
“As now, so then.” A fixed character can- 
not suddenly alter to something other than 
itself at the coming of Christ. As this year 
ends, am I today what I want to be when 
my Saviour comes? (3) What promise is 
here given three times? What is the re- 
sponse of the true. bride who longs for her 
absent loved one (v. 17)? This was John’s 
(v. 20). Is it mine also? Cf. II Tim. 4:8b. 


This Morning With God was prepared by 
Yvonne K. Woods. 





Third in a series of nine Old Testament character studies 


Author: J. C. Macaulay 


Re 

Tiss LorD hath sought him a man after his own 
heart.” So Samuel said to Saul when announcing 
God’s rejection of that willful king. That was before 
Samuel set eyes on young David, but his statement 
set up a standard for Jesse’s youngest son, a stripling 
lad brought in from the fields, “ruddy, and withal 
of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look 
upon.” Will he measure up? 

We have not long to wait for evidences that the 
youth is well grounded in faith. Sent to visit his 
brothers in the armed forces, he finds the armies of 
Israel paralyzed with fear because of a braggart 
champion of the Philistines who is defying any man 
of them to combat. David takes one look at Goliath 
and measures him, not against the warriors of Israel, 
but against the God of Israel: “Who is this uncir- 
cumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies 
of the living God?” Moreover, he is willing to act 
upon his philosophy of faith, and before long he is 
boldly setting a sling-shot, plus the name of Jehovah, 
against the sword and spear of the giant, with such 
results as every boy delights to dwell upon. His 
trust in God matured with the years, and marked 
h‘m as a man after God’s own heart. 

Now David knew that he was to take Saul’s place 
on the throne, but never did he seek to force the 
issue or hasten the event. In this he was very differ- 
ent from Jacob, who used all sorts of carnal means 
to secure the birthright and the blessing which were 
his by divine appointment, instead of waiting God’s 
time. David was willing to be Saul’s devoted and 
obedient servant, never pressing his claims, never 
aspiring to the throne, so long as the king lived. 
The sacred oil was on his own head, and that made 
the person of Saul the more sacred to him, as one 
who also was “the Lord’s anointed.” And when Saul 
turned to be his enemy, there was no retaliation, no 
plotting revenge, no instigation of rebellion. Twice, 
when Saul was hunting David with intent to kill him; 
he was providentially put at David’s mercy. In the 


cave of En-gedi, David cut off a piece of the royal 
robe as evidence that he could have slain the king 
in his sleep. Even for that his conscience troubled 
him. Once again in the wilderness of Ziph, David 
spared Saul’s life, taking only the king’s spear and 
cruse of water as evidence of his good intent. The 
amazing thing is that not only did David restrain 
himself from acts of revenge, but through all those 
years of persistent persecution he continued to love 
his enemy, and when Saul perished in battle, David's 
sorrow was deep and sincere, expressed in one of 
the most beautiful laments in all literature. In all 
this we see the man after God’s own heart. 

David was a lover of God, and found his supreme 
joy in whatever pertained to the worship and the 
glory of God in Israel. We observe his eagerness 
to have the ark of the covenant established in the 
city of David, the very heart of the kingdom. But 
God’s work must be done in God’s way, as David 
learned when his first attempt to bring up the ark 
on a new cart instead of on the shoulders of the 
Levites cost Uzzah his life. The king’s joy in having 
the ark settled in the tent which he had prepared 
for it soon turned to dismay at the realization of the 
contrast between his own house of cedar and the 
Lord’s house of curtains. The Lord’s honor de- 
manded a more appropriate dwelling, and from that 
time on, although he was denied the privilege of 
building the temple, preparations for it constituted 
his chief concern. It became known as Solomon’s 
temple, because David’s son, Solomon, supervised 
the actual erection of it, but it was truly David's 
temple in that it was the child of his heart and brain, 
by direction of the Holy Spirit. The plans were 
David’s, the organization of the worship was David’s, 
and David’s energy and zeal had laid up vast stores 
of material for the house of God. After reading 
I Chronicles, chapters 28 and 29, one is inclined to 
speak of David’s temple rather than of Solomon’s. 
The house of the Lord was David’s chief joy. He 
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was a man after God’s own heart, because his heart 
was given up to God. 

Being a man after God’s own heart does not neces- 
sarily mean that all one’s actions will have the divine 
approval. There were times when David sorely be- 
lied his high calling, and showed himself “a man of 
like passions” with the weakest of his brethren. On 
one page of the story we see David the liar, spin- 
ning a cunning tale to Ahimelech the priest of Nob 
in order to obtain food and a sword. It was a costly 
lie—costly for Ahimelech and his household! Next 
we see David acting a lie, feigning himself to be 
mad in order to escape from a dangerous spot. 
Rather undignified for God’s anointed to be scrab- 
bling on doors and letting his spittle dribble from 
his beard! 


Turn a few more pages and you have David the 
fornicator. In the day of battle, the king had signed 
a leave for himself. He would have been a thousand 





times safer storming the ramparts of Rabbah than 
lounging on the roof terraces, of his house of cedar. 
Ease, and a woman’s too careless exposure of her- 
self, were the downfall of this man of God. Read 
on, and you see David the murderer—the king try- 
ing to cover his fornication with the murder of one 
of his most faithful servants. The death of Uriah 
under the gates of Rabbah was just as much murder 
as if David with his own hand had hurled a javelin 
through his heart. All this sin of David added one 
more humiliation to our blessed Lord’s coming into 
this world, for the genealogy reads: “David begat 
Solomon of the wife of Uriah.” There it stands in 
the book of the genealogy .of Jesus Christ the son 
of David. If only David could have foreseen, he 
would have hastened to the hottest spot in all the 
battle for Rabbah, rather than take a second look 
in the direction of Uriah’s house. 


A few more pages in the story, and we are shocked 
to find this ordinarily humble and simple man of 
God suddenly turned proud tyrant. For a moment 
he is a match for Nebuchadnezzar, the monarch who 
surveyed his mighty capital and gloried in his mag- 
nificence and majesty till the angel of God touched 
him and he was driven out to the fields to dwell with 
the beasts. That was David all over again when he 


said to Joab, “Go, number Israel.” All the pride 
and boasting and self-adulation were in that appar- 
ently simple command that were in the Babylonian 
king’s blasphemous speech; and had not David come 
to himself in time, his folly would have brought the 
whole nation to desolation. 


But enough of that! Why should we, whose hearts 
are the home of every sin that David committed and 
more, dwell on his transgressions? We have a right 
to do it only if we allow his sin to turn to our profit, 
if we hear his iniquities say to us, “Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed, lest he fall.” Yes, 
it will do us good to look at David the sinner, if it 
helps us to walk softly and humbly all our days. 
And then there is this: even the sins of David show 
him a man after God’s own heart, for only a man 
after God’s own heart could repent as David re- 
pented, and weep over his evil ways and his evil 


No, it is not by giving us back what he has taken 
that our God teaches us His deepest lessons, but 
by patiently waiting beside us till we can say: 
“I accept the will of my God as good and accept- 
able and perfect, for loss or for gain.” GOLD CoRD 
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heart as David wept, and then sing aloud of sover- 
eign grace, pardon, and cleansing, as David sang. 
I have only to read the fifty-first Psalm, and I am 
ready to forgive David on the spot, and to thank 
God for the record of David’s sin which gives us 
such a description of God’s saving ways with peni- 
tent, believing sinners. Yes, even David the repent: 
ing sinner is a man after God’s own heart. 


What a man of sorrows David was! It would ap- 
pear that the oil of anointing upon his head set him 
apart for sorrow and affliction, and in that he was 
like his far more illustrious Son, of whom the 
prophet wrote, “He is despised and rejected of men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” The 
meekness with which he bore his sorrows also is a 
likeness to his Son and Lord. We have already seen 
his loving, loyal attitude to his arch-persecutor, Saul. 
We remember too how meekly he bowed his head 
under the affliction of his own son Absalom’s re- 
bellion, and his solicitude for the young rebel’s 
safety. No man ever more humbly submitted himself 
under the mighty hand of God when that hand lay 
heavily upon him in adversity, unless it were the 
Saviour Himself. It would be a good exercise for 
those of us who think that we are being harshly dealt 
with to read everything written in the Bible about 
David and by David, and to mark all his adversities, 
and to see what he says about them and does about 
them. We shall see him racked with sore sickness, 
plagued with false friends, harassed by bitter ene- 
mies, humiliated by the behavior of his children, 
hunted like a partridge in his youth, and fleeing be- 
fore his own son in his old age. Even his last hours 
are disturbed by family contentions regarding the 
succession to the throne. Through it all there is no 
challenging of God’s right to afflict him. Always the 
answer of his heart is, “It is the Lord; let him do 
what seemeth good unto him.” And in retrospect he 
declares, “Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me. .- 
It is good for me that I have been afflicted.” These 
are the words of a mature saint. 


There is one difference between the afflictions of 
David and the afflictions of Christ. All Christ’s sor- 
rows were vicarious. They came upon Him in com 
nection with His standing for us. “He suffered, the 
just for the unjust.” Some of David’s sufferings 
were for the Lord’s sake, for righteousness’ sake, 
for the holy anointing’s sake. But much of his sor 
row stemmed from his own sin and failure. David 
was no spoiled son of God. God never let this not 
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able child of His “get by” with anything. There is 
no more thoroughly chastened and disciplined saint 
in all the Bible than David. Not even the seemingly 
minor matter of bringing up the ark on a new cart 
instead of on the shoulders of the Levites was al- 
lowed to pass unchecked. Then, too, David’s repent- 
ance did not save the life of his child of fornication. 
And David’s want of discipline in his own family 
brought him more sorrow than all other causes com- 
bined. Incest, murder and rebellion marked the 
course of the royal household, all because the king’s 
hand was weak toward his own children. Perhaps 
it was that demonstration that made David’s son 
Solomon so insistent on the rod. The results of the 
royal indulgence led the wisest of that undisciplined 
family to say some stern things: “He that spareth 
the rod hateth his son . . . Withhold not correction 
from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, 
he shall not die.” 


All this seeking after God, all this going astray 
and all this repenting, all this sorrow and affliction, 
made David “the sweet singer of Israel.” Without 
it all he would have been merely a singer. He would 
have been the father of jazz. He would have played 


the pipe and the harp on the village greens of Israel 
for the merry young people in the dance. He would 
have been in demand to play his merry tunes and 
sing his merry songs at the courts of the kings of 
the Amorites and the Moabites and the Philistines, 
and his music would have been heathen enough to 
suit them all. But because he set his heart to seek 
the Lord, and because he greatly sinned and greatly 
repented, and because he was well-nigh ground to 
powder in the mill of affliction, he sang of the depths 
and of the heights, and gave both Israel and the 
church a hymn book of unequalled merit. When you 
grow weary of the paltry ditties with which we are 
asked to worship God today, turn back to the first 
psalm, and the fifteenth, the twenty-third, the thirty- 
second, the fortieth, the forty-fifth, the fifty-first. 
and all the way through to the last triumphant 
“Hallelujah!” True, David did not write all the one 
hundred and fifty psalms, but he wrote enough of 
them to give his name to the entire collection. So 
the man after God’s own heart, the sinning and re- 
penting man after God’s own heart, the suffering 
man after God’s own heart, is to this day singing 
us through our sins and temptations and sorrows 
right up to the throne of God. END 
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e The annual fall conference of the Ontario 
Teachers’ Christian Fellowship was held at Guelph, 
Ontario, September 21-23. General Secretary, C. 
Stacey Woods, spoke several times on the Lordship 
of Christ. Mr. Judson Merritt told of his work as a 
teacher in Southern Rhodesia at the mission meeting 
on Saturday night, at which time Mr. Woods also 
told of the work among students in France, Germany, 
Mexico, India and China. Miss Irene Webster-Smith, 
known as “Sensei” to hundreds of students in this 
country, who has been in Japan for many years, 
told of the work of God the Holy Spirit in the. lives 
of Japanese students, and the wonderful answers to 
prayer in the work there. In addition to the teachers 
from Ontario, a number also came from Niagara 
Falls, N. Y. 

e@ Inter-Varsity students at the University of Michi- 
gan returned to school two days early in order to spend 
that time in prayer and finish plans for their freshman 
program. Instead of relying only on printed material 
passed out in registration line, the students determined 
to contact personally as many new students as possible, 
and visited all the dorms during the first week of school. 
As a result, there are two or three places opened for 
small dorm Bible studies, which up to this time have been 
closed. 

e About 140 students from Colorado, Wyoming, 
New Mexico, Kansas and Texas met together in Sep- 
tember for a 10-day leadership conference at Red 
Feather Lakes, Colorado. C. Stacey Woods spoke 
on the Lordship of Christ. Various staff members 
conducted workshop hours on campus witness, Bible 
study, personal work, etc. About eight students re- 
ceived Christ as Saviour. Some of the outstanding 
events of the conference were the all-night prayer 
meetings conducted by groups of students in behalf 
of work on their particular campuses. Similar lead- 
ership conferences were held in Raleigh, N. C. for 
the southeast, one near Boston for the New England 
States and one at Catalina Island for California. 

e@ At Harvard University 20 freshman students turned 
out for a Sunday afternoon reception for Charles H. 
Troutman, who spoke about the purposes and aims of 
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Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. Seventeen of these 
new students signed up for a new Bible study group af- 
terward, and are planning to study the Gospel of John, 


e In one of our Illinois hospitals student nurses 
have been holding a Bible study in the children’s 
ward each evening before visiting hours. As a re- 
sult, at least eight children have accepted Christ. 


e@ At Brown University (R.1.) the Christian students 
made a door-to-door visitation to invite the freshmen 
to an Inter-Varsity meeting. They were stopped so often 
to answer the question, ‘‘Why are you so interested in 
religion?” that they couldn't finish before the meeting, 
They have been following up those who were interested 
in the discussion. 

e There is a possibility of getting a special 
coach on the New York Central Railroad for students 
between New York and Chicago who wish to attend 
the missionary convention at Urbana, December 27- 
31. See your staff member regarding details. 


e Another first for the Chicago area. The student 
leaders of both the Inter-Varsity groups and the Chris- 
tian Nurses Fellowship groups met together for a week- 
end conference September 28-30 at Lcke Geneva, Wis- 
consin, to plan and pray for the work of the Greater 
Chicago area for this year. 

e The West Virginia University Student Chris- 
tian Fellowship has recently been officially recognized 
by the University, and has been accepted for affilia- 
tion by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 

e At the University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing, 
the Christian Nurses Fellowship had a special meeting for 
the new class of 32 which entered in September. All but 
three girls responded to the invitation to the meeting. 
Staff member Kay Schell spoke on the Spiritual Basis for 
Nursing and presented the need to know God personally. 
Following the meeting, as a result of the discussion, two 
girls received Christ as Saviour. 

e November 10th, the presidents of the various 
groups in the state of Michigan met together at 
Wayne University, Detroit, to form the Michigan 
Presidents’ Council. Charles Troutman led the dis 
cussions on purpose, and plans were made for the 
future work and activities of the Council. 
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e Inter-Varsity students at Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege returned to school a week early and met with staff 
member Ruth Stewart to pray over the year’s work. The 
last two days of this week were spent in contacting the 
freshmen, culminating in a supper meeting at the home 
of the sponsors of the group, Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin. 


e The Philadelphia alumni group of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship had their first monthly 
meeting of the fall term, at which time there was a 
panel made up of Lydia Caliandro, president of the 
New York alumni group, Mrs. Francis Steele, former 
staff member, and Joseph Bayly, Regional staff mem- 
ber for the Middle Atlantic States. They spoke on 
the various ways the alumni could help Inter-Varsity, 
with reference to the local campus, the National or- 
ganization, and the fellowship among themselves. 
The Philadelphia alums meet every Wednesday af- 
ternoon at 6:30 for prayer in the office of Mr. Robert 
Grassberger, a local attorney. 


e The fourth annual conference of the Christian Nurses 
Fellowship was held August 6-12 at Mission Farms on 
Medicine Lake, Minnesota, with more than 130 nurses at- 
tending. With the emphasis on the theme ‘That ye might 
walk worthy of the Lord’ many practical helps were given 
by Rosalind Rinker of IVCF, Elizabeth Pollack, formerly 
of China, and Dr. Norval Brink, Christian Surgeon and 
Bible teacher from Bismarck, North Dakota. A number of 
decisions were made regarding foreign mission service, 
and several nurses came to know Christ as a reality and 
as the Lord of their life. Everyone determined to be more 
faithful in making Christ known in her own hospital. 


e Complete with a song about the rigors of camp 
life, reports from Cedar Campus tell how the two 
sessions were enjoyed, but not exactly amid the com- 
forts of home. But the discomforture due to weather 
and the lack of facilities were not enough to over- 
shadow the gracious working of the Lord in the 
hearts of campers at both sessions and in bringing 
at least three souls to Christ during the second ses- 
sion. Dr. Francis Steele’s lectures on Biblical Apolo- 
getics were most profitable in every way. God also 
used Dr. Northcote Deck in an unusual manner by 
way of an amazing combination of power and sim- 
plicity. The accomplishment of the purposes of God 
in the lives of the students and staff alike was aided 
rather than hindered by the difficulties that existed 
at Cedar Campus, and there were evidences of eager- 
ness for the things of God and several all-night prayer 
meetings. 


@ Campus in the Woods sessions in July were well 
attended, and boasted of approximately thirty nurses at 
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May we not spend Christmas, but keep it. 


—From the prayers of Peter Marshall 


the second session. Spiritual emphasis was directed to- 
ward the offerings of the Old Testament by Dr. J. C. Ma- 
caulay and a study of Christology by Dr. Robert Smith. The 
August session saw 108 students in attendance from 54 
American and 7 Canadian universities. Speakers included 
Dr. E. J. Carnell of Fuller Seminary who lectured on apolo- 
getics, and Dr. Northcote Deck whose subject was Chris- 
tian living. There were several missionary speakers, in- 
cluding Miss Irene Webster-Smith, known to some as ‘‘Sen- 
sei,” of the Japan Evangelistic Band and Japan IVCF. 

Highlights of the Campus in the Woods sessions were 
the activities presented by interest of staff and students 
for Christian service at nearby Bigwin Inn, a leading 
Canadian resort center with a staff of some 500 univer- 
sity and high school students from all parts of the con- 
tinent. Through Christian students working there, a Bible 
study and discussion group was held every Friday even- 
ing, and a service every Sunday afternoon by the kind 
permission of the hotel management. There was a strong 
spirit of prayer behind the work at the Inn, and, com- 
bined with personal work, a number of students came to 
put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour as a 
result. 


e The God of real provision and strength proved 
Himself again to be a very present help in constant 


need by performing in mysterious ways to bring into 
existence the wonder of Campus by the Sea. The 
construction of facilities on Catalina Island for a 
camp site, while not complete, were adequate for 
two sessions of two weeks each. The June session 
was privileged to have Dr. LaSor to lecture on apolo- 
getics. He and members of the staff were signally 
used of the Lord in giving the students a clearer 
view of His Word and their spiritual responsibility 
on their respective campuses. For the site, for the 
rapid progress being made in its development, for 
valuable lessons learned in the crucible of conference 
experience, for the evidence of His presence demon- 
strated in so many ways, staff and students of the 
historic first sessions of Campus by the Sea are giv- 
ing thanks to God for His faithfulness. END 


WANTED: RECRUITS! Women Doctors, Teachers, 
Nurses for undenominational, fundamental, evan- 
gelistic mission society serving since 1860 in 
India — China — Japan. For further information 
write: 

WOMAN’s UNION MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
45 Astor Place, Room 316, New York 3, N. Y. 
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God's cocoa tin 


ee was new in Canada when, as a Grade 
13 student, I belonged to one of the first high school 
groups in the Dominion. 

Those were depression days, and times were very 
hard. My “allowance” was twenty-five cents a week, 
and even by putting a big nickel every Saturday into 
the little cocoa tin I had marked “Tithe,” I could 
not hope to do much for the Lord financially. Yet 
once from that very cocoa tin He taught me a lesson 
that today, twenty years later, I have not forgotten. 

I used to go occasionally to help Cathie Nicoll, 
who, with Dr. Arthur Hill, then constituted the en- 
tire North American Fellowship Staff, in her “office” 
—a corner of the dining room table in the apartment 
she shared with five other girls. One day I took 
along the contents of my cocoa tin. Although it rep- 


By E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


resented several months’ savings, it was only two 
dollars. But when I handed it to Cathie, her eyes 
widened. 

“Two dollars!” she cried. “That’s just what we've 
been praying for! We've got a mailing ready to go 
out, but we haven’t any more stamps, and no more 
money. We were short just two dollars. Now we 
can go ahead with the job.” 

That incident taught me how much God depends 
on us to carry His work forward and what very 
humble gifts He is willing, even waiting, to use. 

Did you ever stop to think that hundreds of Chris: 
tian organizations are dependent entirely on the free 
gifts of God’s people for their very existence, many 
of them making no appeals of any kind for financial 
help? how many partly opened doors of missionary 
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endeavor blow idly to and fro on the winds of evil 
awaiting the contents of some small cocoa tin — 
maybe yours—to swing them wide for God? Have 
you ever thought of your responsibility before Him 
in this regard? 

What about the Christian radio programs you 
listen to so casually, the Christian TV you watch, 
the Christian school or college whose existence you 
accept as your natural and unquestioned heritage. 
the Bible teachers and missionary speakers whose 
ministry at your church or conference you take for 
granted? What about the Christian books and mag- 
azines you expect to find regularly on your library 
tables, the Bible Institute whose evening classes you 
are hoping to take someday, the Christian camp or 
hotel at which you hope to stay next vacation, the 
producers of that Christian-scientific film that was 
used on your campus last term? What about the 
vast network of evangelical hospitals, rescue mis- 
sions, old folks’ homes, orphanages and other serv- 
ice organizations, of whose presence in your com- 
munity you may be only dimly aware? What about 
your Inter-Varsity staff member? 

Have you ever, prayerfully and in the light of 
God’s Word, considered what part of His financial 
burden your Lord would have you assume and then 
regularly budgeted accordingly ? 

How do we plan our giving to God? Do we give 
before or after our own needs have been met? Do 
we discriminate clearly and honestly between our 
needs and our wants? Is our way of living, of buy- 
ing, of eating and drinking, of using our leisure 
time, both disciplined and purposeful? Do we spend, 
even in small matters, in the light of eternity? 

No one can lay down rigid rules to govern conduct 
in these matters, but a prayerful consideration of 
II Corinthians 8 and 9 will help formulate one’s own 
personal code of giving. Here Paul commends to 
the Corinthians those Christians of Macedonia who, 
though undergoing great afflictions and being in deep 
poverty, gave liberally to God’s work. The secret of 
their abundance is found in chapter eight, verse five 
—before giving of their substance, they first gave 
their own selves unto the Lord. Paul prays that in 
addition to the faith and utterance and knowledge 
and love for which the Corinthian Church is known, 
it may abound in one further grace also—giving. He 
reminds them of what Jesus Christ has given for 
. them and of how rich they are in Him. Then, prac- 
tically, he adds that God judges their gifts in the 
light of what they have, not what they have not, and 
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warns that those who sow sparingly or bountifully 
shall reap in like manner. He states that God is able 
to make all grace abound unto them, even this grace 
of giving, and closes by thanking God once again 
for His unspeakable Gift. 

At this Christmas season we are remembering that 
Gift of God’s love, the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savi- 
our. What better time could there be for us to stop 
and take stock of our gifts to Him? In the mad 
whirl of Christmas festivities, of giving and getting, 
of celebrating and rejoicing, could it be that He has 
been forgotten? If the Christ Child were to look in 
your “cocoa tin” this Christmas, what would He 
find? 

Since the amount that any one person can give is 
necessarily limited, why not seek His will as to the 
particular part of His work in which He would have 
you assist? Then, even if you have to sacrifice to 
do it, sit down and write a letter to the works of 
your choice, telling them that you enclose a Christ- 
mas love-gift to your Saviour and that, as He enables 
you, you hope to follow it up with your prayers and 
a monthly contribution for the work of His kingdom. 

A merry Christmas? Possibly not quite so frivo- 
lously merry as it might be otherwise, but it will be 
a Christmas filled with new joy and blessing, whose 
radiance will spread like an ever-widening stream 
of glory throughout the coming year and all the years 
of your life. END 


minute sketch 


IN WHICH YOU 
MEET AN 
INTER-VARSITY 
STAFF 

MEMBER 


RUTH STEWART 


Ruth Stewart was born in Pennsylvania—the state 
where she is now meeting IVCF groups. She 
earned her B.S. in English from Temple Univer- 
sity where she was first introduced to IVCF. 
After two years at Biblical Seminary in New 
York she was given her M. R. E., and is now 
praying for leading to the Lord’s place for her 
on the foreign field. 





Is the Old Testament relevant today? Not the Psalms—!I know that 
from a devotional standpoint they are—but other sections having to do 


with the Mosaic law, God's wrath, etc. Incidentally, | am a Christian. 


- SPRING after the Kefauver and mink coat hear- 
ings LIFE magazine commented editorially upon the 
need for “more brimstone.” Decrying the lack of 
condemnation from the pulpit of local and federal 
corruption and crime, LIFE patted “The Reverend 
Billy” Graham on the head for the brimstone he is 
serving up. 

But if the goose that laid the brimstone eggs has 
been killed, L1FE shouldn’t be surpised at the lack of 
brimstone eggs for Sunday morning breakfast. 

The Old Testament is that goose. God had eternal 
purposes in laying down the principles of moral law 
and divine justice, sin and punishment as the foun- 
dational elements in His revelation to man. 

The judgment passed by church historians upon 
the past few decades (if our Lord does not return 
within the normal period of a developed historical 
perspective) will probably recognize on an American 
and world level the attitude reflected in your ques- 
tion. 

Enemies and pseudo-friends and friends of Bibli- 
cal Christianity alike are to blame for this. Regard- 
less of the fault, however, the evil results have been 
the same for world and church. 

The enemies of Biblical Christianity were inter- 
ested in killing more than the Old Testament, but 
that was a good place to begin. Also a frontal attack 
on Christianity itself would have been disastrous 
within the church fifty years ago. So they quietly 
began to attack not the deity of Christ or the atone- 
ment, but the trustworthiness of the Old Testament. 
A method of “higher Criticism” (really destructive 
criticism not seriously attempted or maintained in 
connection with non-Biblical ancient literature) be- 
gan in Germany and spread elsewhere, killing belief 
in the historicity and trustworthiness of the Old 
Testament. 

Another casualty in their campaign was the author- 
ity of moral law as revealed in the Old Testament. 
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But of course these were but minor victories from 
their standpoint. Their ultimate goals were the 
establishment of humanism: a completely humanized 
Jesus (the Galilean carpenter with a developing 
Messianic consciousness), and a God who — like 
Santa Claus—adopts an attitude that “Boys will be 
boys.” These more remote (at the time) goals were 
realized using a shattered Old Testament as the bas- 
tion for attack. 

Pseudo-friends of Biblical Christianity realized 
that the enemies had gone too far. Only a fool would 
be a humanist after 1914 (until 1919, of course), 
and certainly Jesus was more than just a man—even 
if He didn’t actually arise from the dead. And while 
the Old Testament was historically unreliable, cer- 
tainly its spiritual lessons were valid. 

The effect of such a defense of the Old Testament 
from a spiritual standpoint was not great. As Dr. 
Francis R. Steele of the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum (Babylonian section) expresses it, histor- 


icity and spiritual lessons are like the warp and woof ° 


of cloth. Destroy the one and the other falls to shreds. 


The New Testament writers repeatedly drew spir- 
itual lessons from history recorded in the Old Testa- 
ment. If the history is not true, serious doubt is 
cast upon the lessons. Jesus Christ had only one 
opinion of the Old Testament according to evidence 
extant in the Gospels: it was the Word of God and 
historically trustworthy. 


But in one sense the most serious blow to the Old 
Testament has come from the friends of Biblical 


*In this column questions of Christian students 
on any matter of interest — doctrine, Christian 
living, classroom or textbook questions, personal 
problems — will be answered by qualified men. 
Address questions to Joseph T. Bayly, “Since 
You Asked” Editor, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 
10, Illinois. 
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Christianity, and by this we mean the evangelical. 
fundamentally Christian group. Whereas the Old 
Testament was an essential part of the diet of chil- 
dren and young Christians before 1900, we have put 
it in the take-it-or-leave-it class today. How many 
readers have memorized the Ten Commandments, 
can describe the course of the kings of Judah after 
Solomon, or know what Balaam’s sin was? 

The moral vitamin—The Old Testament—has been 
lacking from the diet of Christians for several gen- 
erations. Children’s work proceeds on the assump- 
tion that the little dears only need to know that 
there’s a heaven and that God loves them. What a 
wonderful short cut to Christian faith we have found 
in the Twentieth Century! Preaching from the Old 
Testament turned people away, made them fear. 
(Note: after hearing Jonathan Edwards’ sermon 
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” Eighteenth 
Century New England people were afraid to leave 
the church building lest some awful calamity befall 
them before they had time to repent and receive 
Christ. ) 

Is it any wonder that Christian children grow up 
without a developed sense of moral discernment? 
Discernment depends upon possession of a proper 
moral standard, which knowledge of the Old Testa- 
ment provides to the conscience. Take away the 
standard and the conscience is unenlightened. 

When dealing with mature sinners rather than 
baby sinners, we adopt the same attitude. To know 
that he couldn’t continue in that course of action if 
he became a Christian might turn him away—and 
who am I to be shaking my finger at him anyway? 
“Judge not that ye be not judged.” Only occasion- 
ally does the thought that David hated God’s enemies 
and wanted to see their teeth broken strike us— 
“but of course that’s under law, not grace. That’s 
Old Testament.” Or “That’s only David’s opinion.” 


A true appreciation of grace is impossible to one 
who disregards law. The one who is most thankful 
for his salvation, and most likely to maintain a 
Christian life, is the one who has the deepest knowl- 
edge of the depths of sin from which he has been 
saved. 


The salt has lost its savor. National moral cor- 
ruption is evidence of the lack of a standard set by 
Christians. Sex crimes, divorce and other aberra- 
tions in the general population are probably an indi- 
cation of the failure of. Christians to teach their 
children what “Thou shalt not commit adultery” 
really means. 
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The answer to moral decline in the United States 
is not to be found in a campaign to get “Jesus 
Saves” signs on every Christian’s automobile. It is 
not to be found in sermons blasting Washington. It 
is to be found in stressing the standards God stated 
in the Old Testament and confirmed more briefly 
in the New., 


J. Gresham Machen made the following statement 
during the 1920’s: “America is today running on 
the momentum of a godly ancestry. When that mo- 
mentum runs down, God help America.” END 


THE GIFT 


(Continued from page 8) 
Bishop was very angry at me for this, but I did not 
care. I had no idea of giving up the Church of 
Rome, but I wanted to guide my people as well as 
I could in the way in which Christ wanted me to 
lead them. 

The new Bishop of Chicago deputed his Grand 
Vicar to visit me. 

The Grand Vicar said to me, “M. Chiniquy, it is 
suspected in many places that you are no more in 
the Church of Rome. It is suspected that you are 
a heretic and a Protestant. Will you not give us a 
document by which we can prove to all the world 
that you and your people are still good Roman 
Catholics?” 

I said, “I have no objection.” 


He rejoined, “It is the desire of the new Bishop, 
whom the Pope has sent, to have such a document 
from you.” 


I then took a piece of paper—and it seemed to 
me that this was a golden opportunity to silence the 
voice which was speaking to me day and night and 
troubling my faith. I wanted to persuade myself 
by this means that in the Roman Catholic Church 
we were really following the Word of God, and not 
merely “traditions of men.” I wrote down these 
very words: 

“My lord, we French-Canadians of the colony 
of Illinois want to live in the Holy Catholic 
Apostolic and Roman Church, out of which there 
is no salvation, and to prove this to your lord- 
ship we promise to obey your authority accord- 
ing to the Word of God, as we find it in the 
Gospel of Christ.” 


I signed that and offered it to my people to sign, 
and they did. I then gave it to the Grand Vicar, and 
asked him what he thought of it. He said, “It is 
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just what we want.” He assured me that the Bishop 
would accept it, and all would be right. 

When the Bishop had read the submission, he 
too found it right, and with tears of joy said: “I 
am so glad that you have made your submission, 
because we were in fear that you and your people 
would turn Protestants.” 

My friends, to show you my blindness, I must 
confess to my shame that I was glad to have made 
my peace with the Bishop, a man, when I was not 
yet at peace with God. The Bishop gave me a 
“letter of peace,” by which he declared that I was 
one of his best priests, and I went back to my coun- 
trymen with the determination to remain there. But 
God looked down upon me in His mercy, and He 
was to break that peace which was peace with man 
and not with God. 

The Bishop, after my departure, went to the tele- 
graph office, and telegraphed my submission to the 
other bishops, and asked them what they thought 
of it. They unanimously answered him the very 
same day: “Do you not see that Chiniquy is a dis- 
guised Protestant, and he has made a Protestant of 
you? It is not to you that he makes submission; 
he makes his submission to the Word of God. If 
you do not destroy that submission you are a Prot- 
estant yourself.” 

Ten days later I received a letter from the Bishop, 
and when I went to him he asked me if I had the 
“letter of peace” he had given me the other day. 
I produced it, and when he saw it was the letter, 
he ran to his stove and threw it into the fire. I was 
astonished. I rushed to the fire to save my letter, 
but it was too late. It was destroyed. 

Then I turned to the Bishop, and I said, “How 
dare you, my lord, take from my hand a document 
which is my property, and destroy it without my 
consent ?” 

He replied, “M. Chiniquy, I am your superior, 
and I have no account to give you.” 

“You are indeed, my lord, my superior, and I am 
nothing but a poor priest, but there is a great God 
who is so much above you as above me, and that 
God has granted me rights which I will never give 
up to please any man; in the presence of that God 
I protest against your iniquity.” 

“Well,” he said, “do you come here to give me a 
lecture?” 


I replied, “No, my lord; but I want to know if 
you brought me here to insult me?” 
“M. Chiniquy,” he said, “I brought you here be- 


cause you gave me a document which you know very 
well was not an act of submission.” 

Then I answered, “Tell me, what act of submis. 
sion do you require of me?” 

He said, “You must begin by taking away these 
few words ‘according to the Word of God, as we 
find it in the Gospel of Christ,’ and say simply that 
you promise to obey my authority without any con- 
dition; that you will promise to do whatever [ tell 
you.” 

Then I got to my feet and I said, “My lord, what 
you require of me is not an act of submission, but 
an act of adoration, and | refuse it to you.” 

“Then,” said he, “if you cannot give me that act 
of submission, you cannot any longer be a Roman 
Catholic priest.” 

I raised my hands to God, and said, “May Al- 
mighty God be forever blessed,” and I took my hat 
and left the Bishop. 

I went to the hotel where I had engaged a room, 
and locked the door behind me. I fell on my knees 
to examine what I had done in the presence of God. 
Then I saw, for the first time clearly, that the 
Church of Rome could not be the Church of Christ. 
I had learned the terrible truth, not from the lips 
of Protestants, not from her enemies, but from the 
lips of the Church of Rome herself. I saw that | 
could not remain in it except by giving up the Word 
of God in a formal document. Then I saw that | 
had done well to give up the Church of Rome. But 
oh! my friends, what a dark cloud came upon me! 
In my darkness I cried out, “My God, my God, 
why is it that my soul is surrounded with such a 
dark cloud?” 


With tears I cried to God to show me the way, 
but for a time, no answer was vouchsafed. I had 
given up the Church of Rome; I had given up posi- 
tion, honor, my brothers and sisters, everything that 
was dear to me! I saw that the Pope, the Bishops, 
and the priests would attack me in the press, and 
in the pulpit. I looked to see if any friends had 
been left to me to help me fight the battle, but not 
a single friend remained; I saw that even my dear- 
est friends were bound to curse me, and look upon 
me as an infamous traitor. I saw that my people 
would reject me, that my beloved country, where ! 
had so many friends, would curse me, and that ! 
had become an object of horror to the world. 

Then I tried to remember if I had some friends 
among the Protestants, but as I had spoken and 
written against them all my life, I had not a single 
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friend there. I saw that I was left all alone to fight 
the battle. It was too much, and in that terrible hour, 
if God had not wrought a miracle, I should not have 
been able to bear it. It seemed impossible for me 
to go out from that room into the cold world, where 
| should not find a single hand to shake my hand, 
or a single smiling face to look upon me, but where 
I should see only those looking upon me as a traitor. 

It seemed that God was very far away, but He 
was very near. Suddenly the thought entered my 
mind: “You have your Gospel; read it, and you 
will find the light.” On my knees, and with trem- 
bling hand, I opened the Book. Not I, but God 
opened it, for my eyes fell on I Corinthians 7:23: 
“Ye are bought with a price, be not ye the servants 
of men.” 

With these words the light came to me, and for 
the first time I saw the great mystery of salvation, 
as much as man can see it. I said to myself, “Jesus 
has bought me; then, if Jesus has bought me, He 
has saved me; I am saved! Jesus is my God! All 
the works of God are perfect! I am, then, per- 
fectly saved—Jesus could not save me by half. I 
am saved in the blood of the Lamb; I am saved by 
the death of Jesus.” And these words were so sweet 
to me that I felt unspeakable joy, as if the fountains 
of life were open and floods of new light were flow- 
ing in upon my soul. I said to myself, “I am not 
saved, as I thought, by going to Mary; I am not 
saved by purgatory, or by indulgences, confessions, 
or penances. I am saved by Jesus alone!” And all 
the false doctrines of Rome went away from my 
mind as falls a tower which is struck at the base. 

I then felt such a joy, such a peace, that the 
angels of God could not be more happy than I was. 
The blood of the Lamb was flowing on my poor 
guilty soul. With a loud cry of joy I said, “Oh! 
dear Jesus, I feel it, I know it; Thou hast saved me! 
Oh! Gift of God, I accept Thee! Take my heart and 
keep it forever Thine. Gift of God, abide in me to 
make me pure and strong; abide in me to be my 
way, my light, and my life; grant that I may abide 
in Thee now and forever! But, dear Jesus, do not 
save me alone; save my people; grant me to show 
them the Gift also! Oh! that they may accept Thee 
and feel rich and happy as I am now.” 

It was thus I found the Light and the great mys- 
tery of our salvation, which is so simple and so 
beautiful, so sublime and so grand. I had opened 
the hands of my soul and accepted the gift. I was 


(Continued on page 35, column 1) 
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letters from our readers 


HITHER AND YON 
I am a Nebraska Alumnus of IVCF and truly glad 


for its ministry. I have traveled half way round the 
world to Korea to find another IVCF alumnus sleep- 
ing in the bunk next to me. We have decided that 
HIS magazine would be very fine reading material 
over here as anywhere. 
c/o P.M., San Francisco PVT, GEORGE H. WAGNER 

I. . . look forward to [HIs] as it helps me very 
much in teaching the classes that I have here at Ladd 
Air Force Base. I had much need of His while at- 
tending the University of Michigan and I know it 
will help me fulfill God’s purpose while I am in the 
service of our country. The article “Strictly G. I.” 
June issue, was very interesting and presented a chal- 
lenge to me that I shall pray to follow. . 
Fairbanks, Alaska CHESTER FARAM 
BALANCED DIET 

As a Social Worker I would like to express thanks 
for the blessings received in reading HIS magazine. 
The various articles have been both spiritually and 
intellectually stimulating to heart and intellect. Have 
only one criticism. Would like to see more articles 
with Arminian point of view and less with Calvinistic 
point of view. At least, more of a balance. 
Toronto. Ontario JOHN LAMB 
SUBTRACTION AND ADDITION 

I hate to do this, but in my article (“You and the 
IFES,” October ’51 HIS), I’ve had to check an error. 
By reading paragraphs four and five, I think you'll 
see what I mean, and that “there” cannot refer back 
to the preceding thought. Was there a line missing? 
Geneva, Illinois VIVIAN STROMBECK 

(Yes; paragraph five should begin: “Out of these 
conferences grew the idea of forming an internation- 
al student organization, and this early impetus found 
its culmination in 1947 at Phillips Brooks House, 
Harvard University. There . . . etc.” Sorry this 
error was missed in the final proof reading. We hope 
this sentence clarifies matters.—£D.) 





c THE NOVEMBER HIS you read some testimonies of 
students who were at the 1948 International Student 
Missionary Convention. They represented twelve hun- 
dred others who were there. Those words could never 
have been penned if the students who wrote them had 
stayed at home the days of December 27-31, 1948. 

People miss a lot by not being in the place that 
God would have them at a certain time. 

Remember what Thomas missed by not being with 
the disciples when Jesus appeared in the upper room 
(John 20:19-25). 

Remember what Martha missed as she was busy 
about good things but not the best that Mary chose 
(Luke 10:38-42). 

Remember the many years John Mark wasted by 
not going on with God at Perga (Acts 13:13, 15:37). 

Three years from now you can be one of those 
who will tell what God did for you at the convention 
—if you are there December 27-31, 1951. 

There are several reasons why the Third Interna- 
tional Student Missionary Convention at Urbana 
offers such singular opportunities for God to reveal 
to you your place in His program. 

First, God uses men and women of God to show 
us the path of God. A number of God’s choice serv- 
ants will be there with their background of expe- 
riences, abilities, wisdom, spiritual power and insight 
that will reveal some answers to the seeking heart 
and mind. 

Besides the speakers at the public sessions there 


By WESLEY GUSTAFSON 


will be more than sixty mission board representatives 
to give you specific answers to your questions on 
training requirements for evangelists, doctors, nurses, 
agriculturalists, aviators, translators, writers, reli- 
gious educators, secular educators, radio, pioneering, 
vocational missionary work, and other fields too 
numerous to mention. These experts for God in the 
field they represent will give you firsthand infor 
mation on how your training will fit into the picture 
of making Christ known to the world in our genera- 
tion. If one does not have the answer to your ques 
tion, you have sixty others to consult! ~ 

Another basic reason you may expect guidance at 
such a gathering is the unity of purpose represented. 
When a group of people gather with one mind on 4 
subject that is in God’s will—God works! Everyone 
at the convention will have one central desire—to see 
the gospel made known to every creature in this gen- 
eration! Is there any question but that God will 
manifest Himself in a special way? This is the thing 
closest to His heart! 

There will not be another opportunity in your stu- 
dent days to equal this one: God’s choice servants 
from all backgrounds and lands—all with one accord 
—on a level geared to students—dealing with that 
which is closest to the heart of God. 

This is the only such opportunity you will have in 
your lifetime. . . . Has the truth of this really gripped 
your heart? Then, since you’re sure it is God’s will 
for you to be there, we will see you at Urbana! We 
know you want to do His will. END 
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THE GIFT 
(Continued from page 33) 


rich in the gift. Salvation, my friends, is a gift; 
you have nothing to do but to accept it, love it, and 
love the Giver. I pressed the Gospel to my lips, 
and swore I would never preach anything but Jesus. 

I arrived in the midst of my colony on a Sabbath 
morning. The whole people were exceeding excited 
and ran toward me, and asked what news. When 
they were gathered in the church, I presented to 
them The Gift. I showed to them what God had 
presented to me, His Son Jesus as a gift — and, 
through Jesus, the pardon of my sins, and life eter- 
nal as a gift. Then, not knowing whether they would 
receive the gift or not, I said to them: “It is time 
for me to go away from you, my friends. I have 
left the Roman Catholic Church forever. I have 
taken the gift of Christ, but I respect you too much 
to impose myself on you; if you think it is better 
for you to follow the Pope than to follow Christ, 
and to invoke the name of Mary than the name of 
Jesus in order to be saved, tell it to me by rising up.” 

To my exceeding great surprise the whole multi- 
tude remained in their seats, filling the church with 
their sobs and tears. I thought some of them would 
tell me to go, but not one did so. And as I watched 
I saw a change come over them—a marvelous 
change, which cannot be explained in natural ways 
—and I said to them, with a cry of joy: 


“The mighty God who saved me yesterday can 
save you today. With me you will cross the Red Sea 
and go into the Promised Land. With me you will 
accept the great gift—you will be happy and rich 
in the gift. I will put the question to you in another 
way. If you think it is better for you to follow 
Christ than the Pope, to invoke the name of Jesus 
alone than the name of Mary, that it is better to 
put your trust only in the blood of the Lamb shed 
on the cross for your sins, than in the fabulous 
purgatory of Rome, after your death to be saved; 
and if you think it is better for you to have me 
preach to you the pure Gospel of Christ, than to 
have a priest preach to you the doctrines of Rome, 
tell it to me by rising up—I am your man!” 


And all, without a single exception, rose to their 
feet, and with tears asked me to remain with them. 


The Gift, the great, the unspeakable Gift, had for 
the first time come before their eyes in its beauty; 
they had found it precious; they had accepted it; 
and no words can tell you the joy of that multitude. 
Like myself they felt rich and happy in the Gift. 
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The names of one thousand souls, I believe were 
written .in the Book of Life that day. Six months 
later we were two thousand converts; a year later 
we were about four thousand! And now we are 
nearly twenty-five thousand who have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

The news spread quickly all over America, and 
even in France and England — that Chiniquy, the 
best-known priest of Canada, had left the Church 
of Rome, at the head of a noble band of men. And 
wherever it was said, the name of Jesus was blessed, 
and | hope you will bless the merciful and adorable 
Saviour today with me, when it is my privilege to 
have told you what He has done for my soul. END 


USED BY PERMISSION OF THE CONTINENTAL PRESS 


For those who would like to know more about the 
life of Father Chiniquy, we recommend his “Fifty 
Years in the Church of Rome” and his “Forty Years 
in the Church of Christ.” 


BEWARE OF THE “NEW DEISM” 

(Continued from page 16) 
The length, breadth, and depth of reality are deter- 
mined by the singular pleasure of God alone. On 
the first day of creation Adam was able to hold a 
conversation with God—thus proving conclusively to 
all Bible-believing Christians that God inbred a his- 
tory within Adam as part of the creation. 
REDUCTION TO ABSURDITY 

If one will clear his head, he will quickly perceive 
that if God is free to create only things which have 
no evidence of age in them, God cannot create any- 
thing. Everything that exists in nature is a com- 
pound of relations. 

To avoid this difficulty, however, one of the new 
deists has proposed that perhaps God created “hot 
hydrogen” (presumably a nuclear by-product of some 
sort). We are little concerned with the guess of this 
stuff in preference to some other, but we are con- 
cerned with the implications of guessing at all. A 
“primal element” in nature is as foolish to name as 
it is impossible to conceive. Since we can only name 
matter according to its interrelations with other ele- 
ments in nature, we are already appealing to a con- 
text of histories when we begin to speak. When one 
describes nature, meaning and history go together. 
A “historyless” element would be a meaningless ele- 
ment. An element is the sum total of its relations 
with everything else. 

The “hot hydrogen” thesis is scientifically uncon- 
vincing. Good science uncovers complexity, not sim- 
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The staff of IVCF and the editors of His join 
in a word of thanks to Lois Thiessen who leaves 
her post as Assistant Editor of His to assume the 
responsibilities of Editor of Manpate, IVCF’s 
monthly missionary paper. Miss Thiessen has 
faithfully served His for more than five years, 
and it is with sincere gratitude the editors ac- 
knowledge her generous and able assistance in 
making the editorial work of His profitable to 
readers, contributors, and editors alike. We are 
glad that she is still part of IVCF headquarters 
staff and is available for counsel and guidance. 

Our prayers are with you, Miss Thiessen, as 
you serve the Lord as a “watchman on the wall” 
in the ever-widening ministry of world missions. 

THE EDITORS 


plicity, as it probes more deeply into reality. The 
electron is a small universe of complex relations. 
Which portion of the electron is the cause, and which 
the effect, cannot be ascertained. 


Finally, it must be noted that the essence of matter 
is extension. Now, if this “primal stuff” is really 
matter, it can be divided. And if it can be divided, 
it shows that it was not primal stuff at all but simply 
complex. Being a complex it must have a history. 

A “primal stuff” hypothesis would involve the 
Christian in total evolution. This would carry him 


even beyond the evolutionary theory defended by 
secular science. Mutations and leaps in the process 
of growth in nature are admitted by evolutionists. 
But on a strict carbon dating theology there can be 
no mutations, for they would show a history which 
would not actually be their history. This would be 
immoral. 


DESTRUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY 

Once the uniformity principle is forced upon na- 
ture in the name of carbon dating, it follows that 
miracles are again impossible. If God cannot create 
trees with rings in them He cannot raise Lazarus 
from the grave. By a scientific study of Lazarus five 
minutes after he came forth from the grave, one 
could never establish the conclusion that he had been 
dead unto a corruption of the flesh. The resurrection 
of Lazarus would be immoral. 

With God’s right to perform miracles removed, 
the resurrection of Christ is rendered impossible. 
In this case we are left without hope both in this 
life and in the life to come, for Christ’s resurrection 
is the final proof that death has been defeated and 
the way opened to heaven (I Corinthians 15). It is 
obvious, therefore, that we are in a vastly important 
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realm. The success or the failure of the Christian 
view of God and the world revolves on the answer 
we give to the question: Does God have the moral 
right to create things which look, but actually are 
not, old? The Bible-believing Christian not only 
says that God has the privilege, but that in fact He 
has often used it. 


CONCLUSION 

Like all good principles, indeed, the admission 
that God can create things which look, but actually 
are not, old, can lead to serious abuse. Some will 
suggest, perhaps, that God created the world yester- 
day and that we only think there was a day-before- 
yesterday. But the threat of abuse should not 
frighten Christians away from a sober defense of 
accuracy. 

The following two principles may be helpful in 
ascertaining a balance of meaning: First, since we 
have God’s promise to sustain a regular universe, a 
Christian could defend the principle of uniformity 
until he either falls into absurdity or departs from 
Scripture. But the “primal element” theory involves 
us in both errors. It leads to absurdity by being 
something which cannot significantly be spoken of 
in a scientific frame of reference. It is beyond the 
pale of meaning of a laboratory experiment. And 
it is contrary to Scripture, for we learn in the Bible 
that God did create completed forms—as in the case 
of Adam who talked on the first day of existence. 
Second, we must cheerfully admit God’s moral right 
to create things which only appear, but are not actu- 
ally, old. The limits of how God has employed this 
privilege must be measured—in the last analysis—not 
from science, but from Scripture. God must tell us 
whether Adam is old or young on the first day we 
meet him after creation. The story cannot be read 
off Adam’s person. 

These two principles may be hard to apply. True. 
But there is one thing which is much harder, and 
that is to rescue Christianity from the jaws of 
science once the principle of uniformity destroys 
God’s right to perform miracles. END 

cee 
LESSONS IN FAITH 
(Continued from page 3) 
only one thing to do: go to find Jesus and see for 
themselves. 

If the angel were to appear to us today, his mes- 
sage would probably sound something like this: “You 
will find Him, but He is no longer in the manger, 
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for He has finished the work God gave Him to do. 
You will find Him in glory with His Father, waiting 
till the time appointed to sit on David’s throne. You 
can find Him by speaking to Him in prayer. But 
surely you will find Him, because the Word of the 
Lord said so.” 

That was certainly the experience of the shepherds. 
They went and found Him and left praising God be- 
cause what they had been told became an actual ex- 
perience when they acted upon it. “And the shep- 
herds returned glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.” 


STUDY SUGGESTIONS: 

1. Read the studies as though you had never read 
them before. Put yourself in the place of the person 
involved; if the story had happened to you, what 
would have been your reactions? How would you 
tell it to your most intimate friend? 

2. How did the person in the story acquire the 
news of what was going to take place? 

3. Consider the background of the individual; 
how could this have affected his faith? 

4. From what is stated and from what you can 
fill in, what do you know of the character of the 
person ? 

5. By reading between the lines and putting your- 
self in the person’s place, tell whether you think it 
would have been difficult to believe the promise. 
Why? 

6. What was the response of the individual to the 
promise? What do you think of this? Was any ac- 
tion required? 

7. What was the result to the person involved? 
To others? 

8. Is there anything in this experience that is of 
value to you? If so, tell what and explain why. 

If there is time for a more extended study, you 
might add Simeon (Luke 2:21-35), Anna (Luke 2: 
36-38), and the Wise Men (Matthew 2:1-12) to the 
individuals considered here. 

END 


THE GOSPEL OF CHRISTMAS 
(Continued from back cover) 

Philip Schaff, the church historian, writes, “The 
Christmas festival was probably the Christian trans- 
formation or regeneration of a series of kindred 
heathen festivals—the Saturnalia, Sigillaria, Juven- 
alia and Brumalia—which were kept in Rome in the 
month of December, in commemoration of the golden 
age of universal freedom and equality, and in honor 


of the unconquered sun, and which were great holi- 
days, especially for slaves and children. This con- 
nection accounts for many customs of the Christmas 
season, like the giving of presents to children and 
to the poor, the lighting of wax tapers, perhaps also 
the erection of Christmas trees, and gives them a 
Christian import; . . . it also betrays the origin of 
the many excesses in which the unbelieving world 
indulges in this season.” 

The Reformation with its attempts to restore prim- 
itive Biblical Christianity, and in particular the 
stricter Calvinistic churches, for a time did away 
with all annual church festivals as human institu- 
tions; but more recently the increase of worldliness 
and materialism even in these churches has brought 
with it a resusitation of church festival, and today 
the Christmas season is generally celebrated through- 
out Christendom with most of its original pagan 
appendages. 

The secular world with its incessant cry for bread 
and circuses, too, celebrates Christmas, openly and 
frankly without Christ. There is an organized at- 
tempt to rid Christmas of any religious significance 
or mystery, and in some respects the Twentieth Cen- 
tury pagan of the western world is grosser in his 
materialistic culture than his classical counter-part. 

It is significant that the Saviour never asked His 
followers to celebrate His birth. He did both invite 
and command them to remember Him in His death 
and to this end He instituted a festival—the Lord’s 
Supper, a simple meal with its simplest of elements, 
a piece of bread, a cup of wine—which spoke not 
of His birth, but of His atoning death. 

What then is the Gospel of Christmas? In con- 
trast to the world and its secularizing influence 
throughout Christendom, the Bible declares that the 
good news of Christmas is God Incarnate, Who was 
born as the Babe of Bethlehem. But the Gospel of 
His coming must always be not only the good news 


of His birth, but also of His death. 

The prophecy concerning His Name gives the key 
both to His person and work—‘Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” 

The Gospel of Christmas is the good news of God 
Who gave, of God Who came, of God Who died and 
Who rose again. The Gospel of Christmas is the good 
news of the purpose of Him Who came to seek and 
to save the lost. 

The Gospel of Christmas is just two words — 
““Emmanuel”—“Saviour.” csw 





“Gop SO LOVED THAT HE GAVE 


The good news of Christmas is not a date in his- 
tory. for no one knows with certainty when Christ 
was born and the early church knew nothing of 
Christmas day. 

The good news of Christmas is not festival with 
its gifts, fun, feast, its yule log and lighted Christ- 
mas tree. These are all vestiges of a pagan and 
sensual culture which knew nothing of the true God 
and of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

The good news of Christmas is a Person—God’s 
unspeakable gift’”—God incarnate—*‘A Saviour, who 
is Christ the Lord.” 

The celebration of Christmas probably began in 
the latter half of the Fourth Century A.D. in Rome. 
There had been a general “conversion” of the 
heathen. During this period there was no severe 
persecution, but rather a general softening of any 
rigid opposition between the church and the world. 
Then as always the friendship of the world was 
enmity with God. 

Then, as has so often been the case since, an 


unscriptural ecclesiastical hierarchy led the church 


away from the Saviour into spiritual adultery. 


(Continued on inside back cover) 
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